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In wutmg upon India, two qualifications ae essential to 
suecess— an acquaintance with the people of that country, and 
a familiarity with the tastes, feelings, and prejudices of the 
reading pubhe in England, ‘The forme: may ensure accmacy, 
but by the latter alone can even a patient heamg, much less 
popularity, be expected, Wonderfully couect as ave the 1émarks 
of Bishop Ileber, considering his opportumties, lis Journal owes 
its extensive cnculation mainly to the clegant, yet thoroughly 
Enghsh-minded, tone m whicif it 1s written; wile the 
Colonel Sleeman’s published account of Ins own “ Rambles” 
an “Indian Official,” though replete with 1nuch more cmious 
information than the necomphshed Bishop could possibly collect, 
is haidly known even by name, because the wite, fiom long 
residence among those whom he descibes, was wanting ree 
knowledge of those whom he sought to addicss. Though India 
1s no longer the stianger-land 1f was when the works just cated 
appemed, thee 1s still the same distinction to be obscived 
between. the classes who, either by pubhe speaking or wuting, 
undertake to teat ofits concerns, and thereis still, as formerly, 
100m to r1egict that the most knowledge generally resides with 
those who are least gifted with the art of aiesting the public 
attention. No man really aequamted with the people of Upper 
India can open a newspaper without gioaning in spuit to observe 
the wmning fluency of language which is made the vehicle of 
the most cnormous misstatements, and this faelmg is offen 
ageiavated by a consciousness of his own i ability, even with 
tad 
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tiuth at his back, to cope with erro: armed with this powei of 
words, 

Still it seems almost ike shimking fiom a duty, for one who 
has taken an active part m the government of om Indian 
Dmpne, to iefinin, at such a cusis as the present, from at least 
attempting to impait some of the results of his experience to 
those who can have no practical knowledge on many points, the 
final decision on which is, nevcrtheless, certain to be influenced 
by ther conyic ions. 

At the present moment, 1 18 ferful-to look at the confhet 
of passions and pigsudices though which ow iulers will have 
to fight thew way, ere they can miive af a sound and safe 
deeision on the course to be pusucd, after the suppression 
of a mutiny which has given our power in the Last tho rudest 
shock it has ever yet had to sustam. Among ourselves, how 
many ate the darling theories, speculations, and predictions, 
hkely tp be cathe: impelled or discredited by the final resolu 
tion, whatever 1 may be, to which those who have to regulate 
the futwe admmistration of om colossal dependency must 
eventually come! Among om Lastein subjects, at the same time, 
what a finee medley of passion$ must be agitating the beasts 
of thousands of guilty, and mihons of innocent, men of every 
grade and class, as they await the decico which 1s to fix thew 
futuc fate! With the evei-benevolent, but sometimes self. 
sufficient, ardovi of the Buitish prosclytier, and the no less bene. 
volent, and m no degree move diffident, zeal of the British utili- 
tanian, on the ore side; and the chronie, sullen fanaticism of the 
Moosulinan, with the fitful but almost objectless {uy of the 
ILindoo, on the other, there 18 a prospect of such an angry clash- 
mg as may render it difficult for the sober voice of reason to be 
head. At such ascason, it 18 to be hoped that, 1cckless of the 
past as the present age in general 1s, 16 may be permitted, in 
groping our way to the furme, to avail omselves of the guidance 
of the views and sentiments of one of those leadmg men of 
former days, to whom we owe it that we have such an empire to 
legislate for. Thelately published “ Infe of Sir John Maleolm ” 
supplies exactly what is wanted, 

Maleolm may, indeed, be taken as one of the best specimens 


5 


of the good Sepoy officer. lc was, it 1s true, fiom an enly 
period of his emecr, continually employed in high political posts, 
gepalaling, him in some measiue from the Macias mmy, to 
which he belonged ; yet we ac told by his hogiaphei, “That 
the habits and feclings of a soldier clung to him throughout, his 
career Whatever might be lus official enynonments, hus heart 
was continually tuumg with a tender and sympathisimg mteies! 
to tho single-poled tent of the subaltein officer, and the matted 
hut of the futhful Sepoy” In this .cadiness to sympathise, 
not only with the fmthful Scpoy,” but with natives of every 
class, lay tho sceret of Malcolm’s cxtasoidinary success in win- 
ning the affections of all over whom he was placed in authoiity. 
Such sympathy, though an engine of wondious potency in 
dealing with Asiatics, 1s, it may be femed, iegmded by the 
cunning workmen of the present day as an implement too 1ude 
and simple for their handling Instead of leammng fiom the 
natives themselves, as Malcolm did, how to make them happy, 
we now-a days undertake to teach them what they alone can 
thoroughly understand, 

Our designs ac doubtless benevolent, but they are carried 
out with so httle consideration for the feelings of those to be 
affected by them, that, coming in the shape of inflicted blesangs, 
they more often estrange than conoilate, ‘Take, for example, 
the law not many yeais since passed by the Legislative Council 
in Caleutta, to permit the reemaimage of [lindoo widows. Ab-~ 
stiactedly viewed, no enactment could be more just, but it was a 
dnect infringement of thit tacit compact, not to meddle with 
the socal rulations of the people, in vitue of which we had 
iuled with easo and profit to oursclyes for a whole century, 
Thoge who advocated this measure doubtless laid much stress 
on the precedent of the Suttce, abolished in 1829, without any 
of the evils predicted having ensued. But the eases wee not 
paaliel, Tuo Suttce was an ounage on the feelings of hu- 
manity, andeven worldly morality called forits suppression, Its 
abolition was preceded by a long discussion, m which many 
intelligent Tlmdoos mguedin favour of the proposed probitory 
enactment. Thus we had a pmly amongst the Ilindoos them- 
selves, and the whole of our Mahommedg 1 sulyccts on om side 5 


6 


and thus it was that this great mensmo was carried through 
without any sticnuous opposition, o1 even distinctly marked 
discontent. A gicat moual triumph was thus achieved ; and it 
had been well, perhaps, if, contented with this success, wo had 
iefamed fiom any simula act of duect Icgislative inter ference 
for acentwy. The Widows’ Re-maiiage Bill, to use an Unghsh 
Parhamentmy plnase, was chirected against a pmcly pnvate 
evil, and of the waiking of which natives alone could judge, for 
the most experienced amongst omaclves know hitlle or nothing 
of them in then domestic sphere. We have only to figure to 
omsclves what our f{ochngs would be, fa conqueror, obtaning 
sway mm Great Biitain, were to pass a law 1cmoving the restiants 
at present imposed by onr eiced and code on the number of 
wives to be lawfully wedded by cach man, and we may form an 
idea of the shozk given to the feelings of om Indian subjects by 
this mdication of » disposition to Ict our legislation ticspass 
upon pomts nct to be alluded to, even m conversation, without 
a violation of Eastern ideas of decorum, 

In the present state of om information respecting the move- 
ment still in progicss among those who constituted the flowei of 
oul native amy, we can only speculate on its soa.ece and o1g.n; 
but it is proballe that, when the whole tauth shall be disclosed, 
it will be found that 1t was to this very 1¢-maniinge enactment,* 
and other analcgous measures, that those pomted who wished 
to wok upon the religious fechngs of the Sepoy, and stu him 
up to acts of sudden and muderous mutiny, Who those 118ti~ 
gatos weic, whether a Brahmimeal conclave in Bengal, o1 a 
Mahommcdan cabal at Delhi, Lucknow, o1 Caleutta, matters 
little , all that 1s hee aigued for bemg, that im this instance our 
own legislation has probably funished thom with a weapon of 
offence against outselves, 

Among the vaiious ieasons assigned for the rceent revolt, 


* The following passage in a letter, dated 12th May, and g von to us with 
the sadly consolatory inti nation that tie lidy who wiote st died at Cawnpoio 
hafo.s the massacic, is stiongly confirmatory of the opinion stated in the text, 
‘They, the rates have an adea t iat*the Government aio taying to convert them 
to Chustiamty, and whot with the mistake of the cartridges being greased with 
cow's fat, and th a now low allowing U1 ndoo widows to many, which I tank has 
@ great deal to da tsth it, they are frantic about st," 
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none is moze frequently dwelt upon thm the scanty and de- 
fective officcamg of native battahons, in consequence of the 
number of mltaty men who are employed in the political and 
civil departments The practice of thus drammng the wmy of 
its eleverest members has cert unly een carried too far, but it was 
the encomagemeut afforded by the prospect of such adyance- 
ment that made Malcolm and others what they were, by atimu- 
lating them to qualify themselves for the highest political 
offices. ‘Tho evil, too, 14 must be 1emembeied, is not one 
inherent in the system, but mght at any ume have been cor 
rected by each successive Governo-Gencial, if he had perceived 
the mischief now alleged to have thence resulted, 

But, m tiuth, no Indian ruler, when he wants aid m the > 
management of a newly-acquired teritory, can resist Lhe tempt- 
ation to employ the fittest avalable person he can find, and 
this will generally be a malitery man, because the Civil Sei vice 
has fow hands to spare fiom the dutes of the o1igmal settled 
provinces of our empue. No man m this way did the thing 
aganst which he wiote more than the late Sir C. Napier, who 
not only drew mulitary men fiom thew regiments to act im crvil 
capacities, but diove away six of the antest civihans who were 
sent to lis assistance m Semde. ‘The practice, if 1¢ be an evil, 
is only one of the many attendaut on the too-rapid giowth of 
our empne, and it would probably be best corected, not by 
debauing young miltary men fiom all hope of political pro- 
motion, and so preventing the development of much latent 
talent, but by rendemg the command of a battalion so luciative 
and attiactive, as to mduco the junioa to remain with their 
yegimenta, in the hope of attammg to that post, 

But 1 is not so much on the number, as on the chmacter 
and capacity, of the Tnghsh officcis present with a Sepoy 
battahon, that its efficiency depends. In forme: tames, when the 
attachment between them was at its height, the officers were, 
we beheve, fewer in proportion to the men than they ave now; 
but then they were almost all good colloquial Imguists, or m 
the way of becoming so; and though somewhat wanting m the 
giaces of Duropcan society, had obtiined an msight ito the 
soul system of Asian life, such os their moe accomphshed 
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successois seem to think st beneath them te acqune, The 
Sepoy office: of the present day, equal to his picdeeessor im 
eomage and conduct m the field, and gencially his superio in 
book-knowlcdge, in manners, and pexhaps m morals, falls fa 
shot of him im point of 1eal acquaintance with those under lig 
command, 

This defect, though in some degicc imputable to the system 
which makes escape fiom his 1egiment the great object of ovary 
young office:’s am ition, 1s still maimly attubutable to the m- 
creased facilities of intercourse with Ingland. 

Young men yvho arc fiequently refreshing then acquaintance 
with then mother-countiy cannot scttlo down to India as their 
home, in the samc way as was done in the bygone days, ce 
steam was known, and a retwn to Tngland was looked forwmd 
to as a remote and baiely-possible contingency. 

Tastes acquired m Lmope do not readily conform to ex- 
clusively Asiatic puisuits ; the native nautch 1s more than insipid 
when the opera hves in 1ecent recollection; and thus theie is no 
community, even of amusement, to bring the Euopean and the 
native oflicas into something like social intercourse with each 
other. It as unpossible hue to conceal tho fact, that the ins 
creased number of our fa countrywomen m the Hast has 
probably made the separation between those classes wide: than 
it was before. It 38 alleged, wo know not with what truth, 
but it is alleged by natives, that their best fiends among 
Ewopean functiaies aie lost to them fiom the moment of 
tho mariage; and they generally nmpute the colder reception 
thoy mect with at any but business homs to tho mfluenco of 
the lady of the house. 

Tt would be casy to fill many pages with instances of the 
fuendly feeling that formerly subsisted between nghsh officers 
and Sepoys of every giade, and also between the latter and the 
common Emopean soldicy, classes apparently dissociable by 
natuie; but it 1s enough to diaw attention to the following 
meident in Maleolm’s life, in order to show how endurmg may 
be the 1ecollection of Iandness m the minds of men of the same 
class as those whose eno:unties of mgiatitude, as well as ciuelty, 
we aio now deploing. 
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The first great openmg stroke of Lord Wellesley’s tnilliant 
policy, m 1798, was tho dispersion at Iydaabad, nm the Deccan, 
of a force under Ticnch officers im the pry of the Nizam, In 
this hazardous enterprise, Malcolm, as Assistant to the Resi- 
dent, bore a conspicuous pait, After the terma foi thei sur- 
render had been sctiled, the liyes of the French ofiens were 
placed in ycopady by a mutiny among tho native soldiers 
recently under ther command Malcolm was despatehed to 
calm the tumult, but soon became huneelf involved im the same 
peul with those whom he came to roseno, Lis eveape is thus 
descuibted by Mr Kaye:—‘ Among the crowd of mutimeers 
were some men who had formeily belonged to Maleolm’s com- 
pany, m tho 29th battahon, but had daacited to the Tiench 
cops) They now recognised then old officer, and went at 
once to his assistance. Ie had been land to them in former 
days, and they had not forgotten his Iindiess. Infting him up, 
and beaung him away on then heads, they rescued hin fiom 
the hands of the infusated mob,” 

While contiastmg this little anecdote with the termble tales 
brought by cach successive mail, it 18 difficult so to divest our. 
selves of the pnrtinities of nation and tace, as to bo able to 
decide fairly on the question of who 1s changed, ourselyes, 01 
those over whom ou sway has hither lo rested, on moral influence 
rather than on supeuor physical force? ~The probability ausing 
out of our own progressive nature, and the stationary character 
of the Asintic, 1s turned into editamty by om knowledge of what 
has lately been going on among ow Indian rulers, both at home 
and aboad; and we must pronounce that it 1s we who are not 
what we were, A peiception of this fact 18 indicated in the 
question smd to be asked by natives, “ Whether the Unglish 
gentlemen of the present day are of the same caste as those of 
former times?” It is moze distinctly shown in the following 
extract from the pamphlet of the late Mr. Francis Hosley 
Robinson, of the Bengal Civil Service, pubhshed in the year 
1855. aving been officially compelled to make » communi- 
cation to an old retied officor of Gudiner’s liegular House, 
and to a Mahommedan of rank, calculated to hmt the religious 
feelmgs of both, Mx. Robinson thus desciibes what followed :—~- 
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“T shall never forget the looks of mortification, anger, and, at 
fust, of macduhty, with which this annowcemcent was received 
by both, nor the bitter uony with which the old Russuldar 
aemaiked, that no doubt the wisdom of the new genilemen 
(Salnbilogue, so they designate the Luglish) had shown them 
the folly and ignotance of the gentlemen of the old time, on 
whom 1t pleased God, nevertheless, to bestow the government 
of India,”—(Page 17 ) 

But it is needless to cite authorities in support of what, so 
fa fiom being demec, 18 with all of us more o1 less a subject of 
congiatulation, That there was much 100m for improvement 
inthe manneis and morals of the Anglo-Indian co nmunity of 
forma days, must be adnutted even by those who icy ct that 
this imptiove nent has not come umminglcd with a ceatain 
unwimning beaimg, in Cnghsh functionaries of every grade, 
towads all natives but those who cyimece a disposition to 
TDuropeanize. 

Our regimental officcis, not being excmpt fiom this change, 
it may be doubted whether an mcaicase to ther number would 
have abated the cyl of scanty intercomse between them and 
the native soldiery; and it ccertamly would have added hittle to 
their geneial efficiency, under a system of centralisation cal- 
culated to lessen the mfluence and deaden thew zeal. The 
conclusion to be diawn fiom what has just been stated 18, that 
it is not by the madequate officaing of our amy that the 
pendmg mutiny has been provoked, nnd, on general giounds, it 
may be asserted that such a cause is totally imsufcient to 
account for the event insubordination m a battalion a two 
might thus be brought about, but 11 scoms absurd to suppose 
that 2 Imge body of men would thow away pay, promotion, 
pension, and tush into fiantic exccsses, through mere disgust at 
the competency of thew leadas, Such meompetency may 
fuutha then ends, when rcyolt has been icselved on, but 1b 
lequiies some noe sting motive to engenda the spit to 
give bixth to so despeinte a movement, 

Annexaticn, and consequent extension of ow diect dom 
nion, comes next in the list of causes assigned for this revolt, 
Whetha such extension he matier for praise oy blame, at 18 
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desnable at the outsct to make it clea to whose account it ought 
to be charged 

An exunmation of the vanous blue-books published smee 
the yea 1838 will show, that 1618 fiom Downing Sticet that the 
pobey of extension has of late ycns, m almost every instance, 
emanated, ‘The prophetic protest of the Chairman of the Court 
of Duectors, the late Mr, SL. George 'Taecer, against the mva- 
sion of Afghanistan 13 on 1ecod; and we know that some, who 
ought to have studied 1t before, could hudly, when they did 
peruse that able document, bing themselves to believe that it 
was not written after the event, The questionable sequel to 
that unhappy war, the seizure of Sunde, was, we all know, con- 
demned by the same Comt. The conquest of thc Panjaub, to 
be sure, was forced upon us by civeumsta ices, and of that even 
the natives do not complain. On the thee remaming Indian 
aunexations (for Pegu falls not within the hmuts of India) eanaicd 
though by the late Government of om Fasten Empne, what 
judgment was pronounced by the Comt of Ducetors is uncer- 
tam; but it 1s well known that each of these steps has been 
taken in direct opposition to the declacd opmion of some one 
or othe: of then ablest servanta m India & 

On the whole, then, 1t may be assumed that Her Majesty’s 
Ministers, and not the Comt of Directors, ae the authors of 
that annexation-policy alleged by some to be one main cause 
of the prevailing chsoider, 

Axremak of Lord Metealfe’s, made 11 the Leming of the 
autho, in the year 1886, deserves {o be here ceded, When 
an opmion was expressed m fayou of sen ling some shght aid 
to Dost Moohammed, the then 1eigning and fiiendly chief of 
Afghanistan, Lord Metcalfe’s veply was: “ Depend upon it, that 
the surest way to bing Russia upon ourselves 18, for us to cross 


* ‘Tha ext and popnlation of cach of the thieo provinces thn annexed may 
be oughly stated os follows — 
Berar, in Cential India, 18 70,000 square miles m extont, with a population. 


of 3,000,000. 
Satara in the sonth-weat, 14,000 square miles in extent, with a populat on of 


1 500 000 
Oude, on the north east, 20,000 square miles m extent, with a population of 


3,000 000 
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the Indus.” IIad the Dast India Company and its servants 
been allowed at that juncture to 1ule the countiy, for which the 
Butish pubhe persist m holdmg them responsable, it as pretty 
clear, fiom what has just becn siuted, that the war in Afehan- 
istan, and all ats humbling and damaging consequenecs, would 
have been avoided, That the since-ensuing anucxations would, 
in that case, have all of them been avoided, cannot be confidently 
asserted; but thus much is cle, that in the plunge made an the 
Afghan affai om Government seemed to gut iid of all those 
sciuples about the ughts of thus, wud stiict adhercuce to agree. 
ments, which sufficed to hamper such week pohticians as Wel- 
lngton and Malcolm in dealmg with the native princes of thei 
day. 

While these two men of a former age were engaged together 
in settling terms of peace with the beaten Malvattas, a question 
aiose as to whether the important fortress of Gwahor should 
belong to us ot to Semdiah, The Governor-Gencial, Lod 
Wellesley, was for keeping; his illustrious brother, and Mal- 
col, for icsigmng it to Semdiah, In a letter to a private 
fiend on the subject, Malcolm argued that the mee fact of 
doubt existmg ought to deeide the case in favour of the weaker 
paity; “Tor,”’ he wrote, “1f we decide a case of disputable nate 
in om own favour, because we have powei, we shall give a blow 
to ow faith that will, in my opmion, be moro msjusous to our 
interests than the loss of fifty provmees What has taken us 
through this Jast war with such uncxampled success? Tnat, no 
doubt, the gallantry of our amics, but, secondly, and hadly 
secondly, our reputation for good faith,” In the same stiam his 
glorious colleague, then plain Aathur Wellesley, wiites on the 
same subject “IT would sacmfice Gwahor, or every other frontier 
of India, ten times over, im order to preserve our credit for 
sciutpulous good faith. What bionght me through many diffi- 
culties :n the war, and the negotiations of pence? ‘The B.itish 
good faith, and nothing else.” 

The wisdom evmeed m these sentences, wiltten by two of 
our most distinguished countrymen moye than fifty years since, 
receives a most mortifymg confirmation fiom the following les, 
penned in the Enghsh langunge by a most intelhgent Biahmm, 
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on the 23rd of June last, at Indore, the capital of Holkn’s 
dommons, in Central India:—“There can be no doubt that 
much of the distubanco owes ats 11se to the bad name our 
Govenment have lately acquired through annexations. People 
don’t keep 16 2 secret now, and say that our Government has 
become faithless (‘ be-ceman’), and none bat the mercantile com- 
munity would be glad to sec order restore 1. I was glad to know 
fiom your kind favour that they did not \ avmly wish for annex- 
ation m Dngland. This is good, but how one can believe what 
1s m one’s mmd when the act is agamst it? Why weic the 
measuios cauicd ? Indeed, the annexation-policy has done the 
Government of India a harm which will not be emly vepancd,’”? 

Passing, fiom the question of the value of a reputation fox 
good faith, it may be mteresting to yew the contiasted opmions 
of two high authorities, equally remote fiom each other in point 
of time, on the subject of annexation, Sir John Malcolm, m a 
letter to a friend, about the year 1818, thus expresses himself on 
that most important question :— The native governments ae 
abused as intolerably bad. Why, even in this view, the very 
contiast of them government with ows is strength, Make all 
Ind.a ito aillas (civil districts), and Iwi} assert that it is not 
in the order of things, considaimg the new sentiments that 
must be infused-—-the operation (unchecced by comparison) of 
that dishke to 1nle which all hwnan bemgs have, and that 
depression and exclusion from all high ink and fame, evil or 
militmy, of more than a crore (million) of men, which must be 
the consequence of the establishment of our dnect authoity, 
that ov empne should last fifly years; but if we can contrive 
to keep up a number of native atates without political power, 
but as royal mstruments, we shall, I beheve, exist in India as 
long as we can maintam our naval superio. ty in Duope: beyond 
this date it 1s impossble. But, on the otha: hand, while we 
have that superiority, no European power, 1 ot even the redoubred 
Russians, can shake our Eastern throue, if we have wisdom 
enough (which I doubt) not to destroy owselves.”* 


* Kayes " Life of Malcolm,” vol, |p, 271. 
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Thus wrote the soldier-statesman of the beginning of this 
eentury. Let us now sec how the snme subject is treated by an 
Editor of the present day, whose very clever paper, “ Nhe Tuiend 
of India,” was not long since 1eputed to be the organ of the 
Supreme Government m Caleutta -—“ ‘Lhe policy of amexation 
may be considered secme Ono by one its opponents convinecd, 
or othainise confess by thei silence, that they are logically 
defunct. The dicameis who feared that the empiie would be 
weakened by extension, and the Onentahsts who believed native 
goveaanents betta than civil sed rule, me sheady, for practical 
polities, extinct The more generous class, who mvested native 
piinces with a ight of poperty in then subjects, and hold con. 
quest to be excusable only by mvasion, ac iapidly pasaing to 
the giave; they will soon be extinct as the dodo, o the pmty 
of protection.” * 

A smngle glance at the instory of the buicf pomod separating 
us fiom the date of this mamfesto is enough to check ow 
disposition to smile at the arrogance of its assertions. Lven 
while it was bemg wiitten, the cxtenston of ow: dominion oyer 
Onde had caused a Lmopean battalion to be withdrawn fiom 
Cawnpore, and so weakened the cluef military station on the 
Upper Ganges, as to prepare it fo. becoming the scene of events 
so dieadful, that we shudder to r.cad the recital of ther details. 
“Dieamers,” indeed, were they who “feared that the empire 
would be weal:ened by extension ;” but such dicamers as scem 
to have seen farther in then sleep than those who aneci at them 
chd in then walang moments, If the writer of this passage 
stood alone, his presumption mght do hithe more than provoke 
mith ; but unhappily he 1s the ogan of a paity,—and a puly 
having in its 1anks many a name of muk, both in Ingland and 
in India. ‘The peculiar characteustic of this pmty is a fanati- 
cism 1 fayour of its own measties; so that it cannot bo made 
to heleve that the reasonable hemg sa ta he found who would 
take offence at then enforcement It was to this sout of feclng 
that Sir Thomas Mumo, though he lived before the paiod of * 


* Trend of India,” June 6th, 1856. 
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its fully development, alluded, when he sad that “the English 
ave ay fanntien! in yegaid to them imstituiions as the Mahom~- 
medans are with thei: whgion.” 

Take tho case of Oude, Adnut that humanity required us to 
eject in favom of owselves the very inte, whom we were 
pledged to support, m ictuin for the vast cession made to us by 
his ancestor at the begmning of the centmy,—admil all of this, 
for the sake of argument,—but the question will stil 1emain, 
what grounds had we fo. supposmg that such an enormous 
addition fo om empire should nof bring with if a propo topablo 
addition to our risks? If if were reasonably to be assumed 
that the cullivatoy, and the agiiculéw il community gencally, 
would gain by the substitution of om power for that of the 
native rule, were there not many, and those of the moie active 
and energetic classes, who would suffer by the change? Were 
there no existing and expectant placomen to have theh pride 
moitified, their hopes blasted, by the coming in of what the 
wits of Upper India have Jong since called the “ Sweeper’s 
rule?” 

Was it not more than imprudence to take no precaution 
against the animosity of such a class, beyond the lamentable 
measure of biinging over from Cawnpoie to Lucknow—a dis- 
tance of fifty mles—the only Duropean iegiment to be found 
along a lino of about 500 miles in extent? Ilow is this 
appaicnt fool-hardiness on the pat of men of eminent ability to 
bo accounted for, but by imputing it lo m overweening chance 
on the power inherent in thei favounte mensmes to command 
the applause ond assent of all mankind? 

That some mater al honefits would accrue to the inhabitants 
of Oude fiom ils annexation was seen, What the feclngs of 
any class among them might be was not, thoefore, deemed 
worthy ofa thought, Yet thee was plenty of proof, in printed 
worke, as well as in unpublished despatches, to show that our 
seizure of the country would imitate a very formidable body 
among itsinhabitants. Bishop Heba, five-and-thirty yeas ago, 
in his hasty progicas through the land, perceived this; and in 
epealing a er iveisation between a friend of his and a hoiseman 
forming part of his escort fom Cawnpore mentions that, though 
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full of complamts against his own rulers, this man flicd up at the 
mere suggestion of the extension of Butish rule as a remedy for 
the abuses complained of, and smd that any tyranny was picfore 
able to such a degiadation. The late Colonel Slecman, known 
even m Durope by his successful opeiations agunst the Thugs, 
and who knew the natives bette: than any man of lus time, 
when afterwards Resident at Lucknow, warned the Govaanment 
of the wmbrage that would be taken by many classcs at om 
seimnve of the county, mentionng paticularly that om own 
Sepoys would be likely to be offended by such a step. 

Anotha Resident, when compelled, some twenty years ago, 
to address a .emonstranee to the ruleis of Oude, on the alleged 
disordeis in that kmgdom, was met by the sigmficant question, 
“Whether thee had been any emigration fiom that territory 
into oms?” Lut the warnings of dangei wore not confined to 
India. More than twenty years since, on the design bemg 
hinted at m the TIouse of Commons, the late Sir Robert Peel, 
not then in powcr, expressed his appichonsion that the absop- 
tion of Oude would shake the confidence of every mdependent 
prince in India m the good faith of our Government ‘Thus 
waned of the agitation lkely to ensue, common prudence 
seemed to require that the measwe should have been postponed 
until, at least, two strong Uuropean iegiments could be added to 
our force in Oude, without weakening our strength at other 
important pots, hke Cawnpore It was not, however, only 
before the step was taken, that the wainings of approaching 
dangey must haye been apparent, for the author has himself see 1 
a letter witten in Ifindee, in the month of Novomber last, 
addressed to an officer now m Dngland, commencing with these 
words :—‘By the scuwe of Oude all Hindostan has been 
thown mto consteination.” Yet it was at this very junctuie 
that the Government of India, reeeivimg its instructions duect 
-flom Downing Sticet, was compelled to 1cduce its European 
force by sending regiments to Peisia. Meanwhile, extension in 
another quarter had reduced the strength of the Turopean por. 
tion of the Indian aumy. Pegu, so necdlesaly added to our 
dominions in 1852, furmshed employment to fou or five stout 
Ewopean. battalions, who were thus virtually lost to Butish Indie, 
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properly so called ; for Pegn, it must be 1¢1 cubercd, 1s not a 
part of Lidia, but an enlucly disturet ecunty.  Annexaticn has, 
then, unquestionably contubuted, both ducctly and mdicclly, to 
bimg about the disasticus icvolt of om Be igal any Ducetly, 
by weakemmng our Kuropean force, m sprcadimg it osc a wader 
suuface, mduectly, by stutmg up tle animosity of influential 
classes, not o1 ly in the conntics added to out ile, but also m 
the omgmal provinces of our empne Ou annexation of 
Sitma and Baar, on the by then acconnted msufie ent pler of 
default of natmal he s, alaamed the Imd.os, wlile om suzme 
of Onde galled the Mahommedans, every one of whom felt a 
pide in the independence of tl at prmepahty, Thus, by these 
almost simultincons measuics, we have suppl ed a motive of 
potency to bind in temporary league agamst oursclycs thoso two 
discordant 1aces, whose dissension was our stiength; and thus 
1é probably 13, that Mahommedans and Brahms have been 
brought to co opiate m spicading disaffection among our 
Sepoys of either persuasion. 

The last and most difficult qnestior 1emains to be con- 
sideicd. IIus, ov has not, any mdiserect meddling on om part 
with thew rchgious prejudices opciated to proyoke our Maiom 
medan and Hindoo Sepoys, hitherto so faithful, to hicak out into 
such a Indcous display of perfichous civelty as they ae even now 
exlubitmg to the wold? ‘Tho question is a thony one, and 
whoever enters upon it must be prepacd for much miscon- 
struction, 

Judging by the analogy of all past Listory, there is to be 
found in the very ferocity of the Hindoo portion of the native 
soldicry a proof that some religious delusion must have been at 
the bottom of ther hostihty, however mxed may have been the 
motives of then Mahommedan comrades, 

The Tlmdoo Scpoys have, for nenrly a centmy, been esteemed, 
by those who knew them best, to be a kindly dispostioned 
yace, and, when well managed, ever well affected towards their 
Dnghsh chiefs, That such a body, having ! teially no wong 
whaewith to garmsh the manifesto issued fiom their icbulhous 
stronghold at Delhi, should have been woiked up nto a state of 
deadly and umeflecting finy, by any feehig shot of iehgious 
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exaspeiation, would be at vanianco with what we know of the 
history of mankind. 

Excepting m the ono case of the Ticnech Revolution, the 
author can eull to md no mstance of men beconn ¢ for a while 
divested of tha? humanity, though the act on of any worker 
emotion than on? of rcl gions wiath = Itscems almost superfluous 
to do moie than allude to the iceoided instances of revolting 
barbavities pei petiated by me nbers of the gical Umopean famly 
vn one Quothu, on aco itofeadiszgices cut Orso “6 Tystca us 
pot of futh. [t 1s remarkable, also, that women and eluldien 
have always been the victims of those outbreaks of fanaticism, 
and that such sliughter has never been ace mnted by then own 
patizans as diseicditable to the peipetintors In every recod 
of the stiuggles of parties dung the first centnnies of Chistian 
Iustory, we find mention made of women aid infants being 
muidered * Neither sex nor age wore spred m the ermsade 
against the Albigenses in the thnutce th, ov m the massacic of 
St. Bartholomew 11 the sixteenth, m the Trish msuirection in 
the middle of the seventeenth ecntiury; while Milton’s eclebiated 
Sonnet tells us how 


The bloody Pred nontese roll dt 
Mother with infant down the rocks, ? 


Yet Dante devotes a whole canto of his Paradiso to the 
pimses of Dominick, who was the mam promote: of the war of 
extermination standing first in this list; the comt of Rome 
retuned thanks to Ieaven for the tieachcious butchery in Paris ; 
no Roman Cathohe writer has expressed any great 1 omar 1 the 
event in Teland; and the acts denouneed hy Malton were doubt- 
leas accounted pious by those whose descendants have, m ow 
own days, evinecd something like a desire for then icpetion, 

Instanees of like barbmity towmds females eon be found 
even in the cally anuals uf Scotland, av appears fiom the follow- 
ing passage in Tytler's “Ihistory,” vol.1, p. 118-—*Their revenge 
seems especially to have been dueeled against the Unglish 
ceclesiastics who weie possessed of Scottish hvings. A public 
edict passed by the Scottish Estates, m 1296, had banished these 


* See Patler’s * Profane State,’ hook v. chap it 
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miiuders fiom Seotland, and thus covet Walleec, it is sad, 
hmproved upon with a relmement in ernelly, Some aged puesta, 
and itis cven asserted, Udhough almost too hod to bdeve, 
some helpless women, had than hands tied belind thei bicks, 
and in this helpless state wore thrown flora Inglh bridges mito 
rivers, then dying agonics affordmg sport to en merciless 
captors ”” 

If such 19 the power of this pumetpl, even on the conipara- 
tively phlegmatie Lmopean temperament, what must not its 
influence be oye the more exeit ible Asu Lic rnces ? “With these 
its force 18 the giealer, becwmse it 1s the only one that tells at 
all upon then collective fuchngs. Patuotis n 1s al nost unknown 
m the Dast; no encroachment not ticspassmg, dnectly or 
indueetly, upon thew ichgion would cyer tee exete any 
general indigiation. But, then, rcligior 1s in those regions so 
intertwimed with all social institutions, that none of these can 
be touched without ask of janing with the g-cat master~ 
puneiple of the Onental mind, It may be obscived, also, that 
the nearer any Dmopean nation approaches im chmacta to the 
people of the ast, the moe sensitive do we find it on points 
affecting icligion ; and we have “ith tle lust few months seen 
a distuubance mise at Belfast, that might lave swollen mto 
something as bad as the massacre of 1641, if the restraming 
hand of goveanment had been suddenly paralysed m Iieland, 
as it has been in India, .A prions, probability 1s, we thaofore 
think, on the side of those who asseit the present Indian 
movement to bo essentially a ichgiois one; and thee is 
nothing in afler-events to wanant the adoption of a contrary 
conclusion. It is mged by some, for shom the autho feels 
the sincerest respect, though he cannot adopt thew opimons, 
that a movement participated m both by Mahommedans and 
IIimdoos cannot have rehgion for its sowce, because 1b 18 
impossible to believe that these two 1nces can he actuated by 
any commumty of feclng on such a pomt, Ther antagonism 
may be admitted, without acquiescing in the ference thence 
deduced. The Mahommedan 1s &tute enough, when 1t serves his 
purposes to feign a iegard which he does not fecl; and the 
Thndoo, being by far the simpler of the two, may be so bhnded 
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by his choler as to lend a willing car to the suggestions of his 
hereditmy antagonist. Cardmal Richclicn was no fiend to the 
Protestants wher he used then zeal as a weapon of offence 
agamst the hous: of Austiia, yet sucly no one will, for that 
reason, deny thal the movement m Gamany wis a ichgions 
one? Tic rei question is, what was the character of that 
distempered mood which fitted the Thindoo Sepoy to become, as 
many belicve, a tool in the ha ds of the more wily and steadily 
vindictive Mehornreden? “bat movd was evidertly cue of 
estreme icligious exasper it on, aisig out of dak suspicions of 
ow designs, mfused into Ins m nd though some as yet wndis 
covered agency, end deiiving confimatioy fiom several mdis- 
actons on tho oat of om Indian legislatwe, as of yauons 
mdividual members of the Anglo Indiin commu nty, some of 
whom, we know, iave acted as nnissionaes, without resigning 
ther military commissions, wh le othas, we have heaid, | ave 
even gone so far as to compel then native scivants to attend 
daly at fam ly prayers. This view of the case is suppmted by 
the decluation of the Sepoys themsclycs, who loudly proclaun 
that they me acting m defence of then fath, and in ther 
manifesto from Delln accuse thar irs of nothing but a design 
to make Chustians of them by force o1 fraud, 

So gieat, howeycr, 1s the icluctance to give credit to the 
Sepoys’ own statement of thei own motives, that we see con- 
tinual attempts made to account for ther conduct on some othe: 
puineiple Not long smee, in defianec, apparently (perhaps m 
ignorance) of the fact that for a hundied yems past a million of 
millions has been faithfully guarded and escorted by Sepoys 
alone, it was statel at a pubhe meeting, that then motives on 
the present oceasion have been entucly soidid. hots, of couse, 
lead to plunder, and accordingly the Sepoys, having once bioken 
loose from authority, obeyed the instinet of all mobs, and 12fled 
the treasuries, which they had fo. so many years protected , but, 
like those who followed Lord Gorge Gordon in 1782, though 
they ended with pillage, 1t was by a ichgious feclng that they 
wete first set in motion * 

The point 1s not one of meie curiosity, hut of vast prospective 
pohtical impoitanze, and it may not, thercfore, be lost labour 
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to bung together some of the proofs to be collected fiom the 
bluc-books, of a vehgions feclmg having been at the bottom of 
the discontents which, after loug smouldert! im tle breasts of 
our native soldhery, have at last boon fani2d to 1 flame by the 
unwise attempt Lo force the obroxious cutrulge upon the 3d 
Cavahy at Meerut. At Ambilah, the station on the plams 
nemest to Sunla, whae the Commande in Chief was then 
residing, no less than fiftecn fires were resorted by the canton- 
ment magistrate vo have occured verween the 26th March and 
the Ist May, and these he, ina letter dated 4th May, distinctly 
ascribes to “ the newly -nliodaced caitudgis,” and the Sepoy’s 
ineradieable bchef, that “the innovation 1s derogatory both to 
his caste and religion ” 

The magistrate further remarks, that‘ similar conflagiations 
had ocewncd at Bartackpore, Oude, Meant, and Lahoie, all 
owing to the anpposed impure and taintcd cartridge.” These 
conflagiations, unmistakable symptoms of discontent, as every 
reader of astern tales must know, ougtt to have made the 
Commanda in Chicf pause before he offacd to the troops at 
Meeint a chores between the carbidge and the yal. The latter 
was accepted, and those consigned to it fiom that moment were 
iegaided as matyis, The whole Bengil amy bemg one gieat 
milita y famnly, the feelg rapidly spread, and the contagion of 
revolt extended lo every station Parie cided its development, 
for itis clem that, im many mstances, the Scpoys flew to ams 
under an impicssion that the Dmopean troops were advanung to 
attack them. In a Division Oider of Mayo. Genual Memsay’s, 
published at Buiackpore on the Sth Apil, the conduct of the 
Scpoy, Mungul Pande, then under sentence of death for mutiny, 
is asciibed to lus haymg been “in a state of religious fienzy.”” 
In a previous letter, dated 28d January, the same gallant officer, 
and tho.ough Quientalist, informs the Coveinmeat, that “a 
zeport has been spread about by some designing persons, most 
likely Biahmuns, 01 agents of the religious LLindoo paity m Cal- 
eutta (I belicye it is called the Dima Sobha), that they (the 
Sepoys) are to be forced to embiace the Christian fmth” In 
the Goyeino-Gencral’s Minute of the 27th Match, it 1s 
iecorded that the men of the 7th Native Infantry assigned as a 
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reason for thai mutinons movement at Buhampore, that they 
thought tlat “the guns and Emopean tioops were coming; 
and they sud they woe prepared to dc raul cr than lose custe.” 
A letter: fiom the Scewctiry to the Chicf Commission m the 
P mjnb, dated 16th May, asserts the “ ca tudge ” (which woid 
is the embodimeut of the 1¢ligious fecling) to be the cause of the 
existing disaffection, recommends rts unmediate disuse, predicts 
that nothing else will stop the spicad of the evil, and cnds with 
the following 1e¢maikable passage:  Uven panishmcnt +. not 
prove effcetive, fo1 the suffers will become objccts of sympathy, 
and be looked uron as matyis for ther who ” 

Mi. Colvin, the late-lamented Licutenant-Governor of the 
Noith-westun Provmecs, in a let ci. dated 22d May, afta 
noticing lus own address to the troops on parade at Agia, adds 
the followmg remaks: “ ‘Lhcy all at the moment expressed 
thar belief of my communications to them; and I have scen 
them in a famihn way on several occasions since, They have 
undoubtedly been infected by a deep distiust of our pu poses 
The ge reral scope of the notion by which they have been influ- 
encod may be expressed in the remarks of onc of them, a Himdoo, 
Tewasee Biahwm, to the eff ct that men were ercatcd of dif- 
ferent faiths; and that the notion attrbuted to us, of having but 
one religion, because we had now but one wuntenupted dom- 
mon throughout India, was a tyrannical and impious one.” 

Again, in a letter dated 24th May, My. Colvin says of the 
mutincers: “ Many aie in the rebels’ ranks because tl ey could 
not get away. Many cartamly thought we were tucking them 
out of then caste; and this opimon is held, however unwiscly, 
by the mass of the population, and even by some of the moic 
intelligent classes. Never was delusion more wido or deep. 
Many of the best soldiers in the army, amongst others, of its 
most faithful s2ction, the Tucgular Gavahy, show a marked 
ieluetance to engage in a wat agamst mcn whom they bcheve 
to have been nusled on the pomt of 1eligious honour.” * 


* Tn conf nation of what fs statud in Mi Colvm 5 lett regaiding the mass 
of the population and then feclings, 1 may not be out of place to nonti om that a 
system of feeds ig the piconets in messes a system 1 ot to be caaicd ont without 
aceasio wl violation of the laws of erste has caused the mmates of om jails to 
heco ne objects of sy npathy to those without 
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The concmient test tony of thice sueh anthoritics as Gener 
Hemsay, Su John Hawicnee, and Mr. Golan, ought to be con~ 
elusiyc; and those who still demur had be ta, pubaps, be left 
to then prejudices, nevertheless, is as well to daw attention 
to a crenmstance showmy, in the shongist light, the extia ne 
rmpiobability of the Sp oys having acted wider any ufluence of 
fess power than one of ichgious delusion, ‘Tyo regiments, tho 
26th and the 46th, broke out into open imntiny at Mcan Mcev, 
and Scalkote* im the Panjab, afle: they had been disa med, when 
success was impossible, and swift reli bution certain, fiom the 
proxinnty of astion,, Luropean force, Theicasonable conclusion, 
therefore, 1s, that they were not quite fice agents, but were 
umpelled by the same land of force ag has often driven our fellow~ 
subjects im Ticland to crtme, and sometimes to ichellion 

‘Lhere 1s ove other 1cason assigned for the mutiny, to which 
alliteration Iends its mtful aid The Scpoys havo, 16 1s con- 
stantly icpeated, been “pampered and petted” mto a state of 
insuiection. In one sense, though not im that gencrally attached 
to the words, there is some tiuth m the saying, Iver since that 
lamentable expedition to Cabool, which destioyed ou: reputation 
for good fah, ond the prestige of ow mv.nebuity, the native 
amy has been led to think too much of its own shength and 
impoitance, and an maubordinate spixit,hos too often heen passed. 
ovat, fron the necessity of gently handling a cord which might 
snap, if pulled too tightly. The spirit alluded to showed itself 
ina very formidable shape before Su Geoige Pollock’s advance 
4o ichiieve ow disasteis in Afghanistan; and fuy know how 
much his country is indebted to that distmguished office: for 
the patience and shall with which he dlayed the chscontents, and 
saised the “morale” of the native portion of iis amy, before he 
advanced mto the Khyber Pass. Vanions indications of the 
presence of such a spnit im the Bengal amy haye since hoken 


# ‘The bth I regulm Cavaliy acted im the same mannei at Bhongulpoie, a 
ataQion on the Ganges below Patna, on learnmg that Sir J Gutiam had auuved 
off that place, cn saute to Upper India with a lage European force Another 
1egiment at Chittagong, fm down to the south-east and complotely cut of fiom 
the rest of the amy, 1s stated m the last accounts to have broken out into the 
same soit of hopeless and abjectless mutiny, 
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out fiom t me to time, but the Indian Goveinment were powel- 
less to apply the only sufficient cheek, by mezcasing the numc- 
uical stiength of tic Emopcan branch of its foree, 

In so fat, therefoic, as mere discipline 1s concer cd, there, 
perhaps, 18 some tinth m the assertion, that the Sepoy has been 
ovei-leniently dealt with at times, when there was a call for rigow , 
but, as 1egaids his scruples of caste, 1t can only mean that the 
Government have adhucd to the cod tions on which the ngh- 
caste men have entered its service. One of the fist of these 
stipulations 1s thal of not bemg obl'gcd to embuk, When 
service beyond the sea was in prospcet, volunteers were ever to 
be found for the dnty. Ceitam regiments, ealled “ General 
Scivice Battalions,” were isised, upon an understanding that 
they wue to embark when icquired. Of late years it has been 
odered that all reciuits are to be enlisted on this wndeistanding. 
This order practically excludes the relations of half the men 
m an oldiegiment men who served as much m the hope of 
being able to push on then kinsfolk, as to advance themselves, 
This orda, therefo.e, sayoured of bad faith, and must have 
tendcd to add strength to the distinst of om dcs gns, which, 
however engendered, was, during this period, exerted by the 
malevolence of the native and the extravagance of the Emopcan 
press,* until at Jat “the carluidge” appemed, with its alleged 
pigs’ and cows’ fat, to cement the umion of the two classcs of 
owr subjects against us, 

Ihe eatiidge was the proximate cause of the revolt; and 
the evolt itself 1s now becom ig the fulerum on which the Jever 
to upset the Bast Tidia Comp iny is lo be made torcst. Yat the 
ievolt proves nothing against the gener administration of 
India, and only shows that theie have becn gicat mistalcs 
committed in the militay depmtment, where the Company holds 


* Tlow closely the English press 1s watehc 1 by many of the mora educated 
natives may be seen from the following passage, copied fiom a lotta wiitton by 
a Uindoo of rank, in the month of June last — 

© T cannot but regict the tone of several recent articles on 1c] gious subjects, 
especally one in the Bengal Hukmn’ headed Chiistiamty » Biahu nism 
These things with a greased car idge have led to feuful resulis. ‘Troy ray 
pro note tie cause of Chrstianty but they can hardly be said to pio note that 
of humanity, when they cause so many 1 mecent people to be slaughtered *” 


25 


but divided sway Il was not, be it remembered, fom a servant 
of the Company, bal of the Crown, that the order issucd which 
provoked the explosion at Mccut. But though thee has been 
a mutiny, there has been no msuucetion. We have lost con- 
tiol over a lage tinct of county, not by the people diving us 
out of it (they were too well pleascd with our rule for that), bué 
by ow Naropean officials being compelle) to flee fom bands of 
mutineeis, who sought to destioy them and plunde: the countiy. 
Chiefs and Puiimces have stood by us to a marvel, all the trading 
classes ac with us, so ato the landhold.s, and even the pea- 
santiy, with few exceptions, in every proy nee but Oude, whee, 
as yet, we are regarded as myaders It beloves us now to 
beware, lest by mdisereet public spealang, and prcerpitate pas~ 
sionate legislation, we bing upon ourselves the evil fiom which 
we scem to have escaped, and cause the very suppression of the 
mutiny to give buth to a popula: insunection. 

It unfortunately happens that the Cast India Company and 
its servants, though closely connected wth, we might almost 
say, every family in the county, are wewed with unfiendly 
eyes by men of every class and order, This pobably mses 
fiom them having to deat with ues whose hubits and feclings 
are 80 foreign to our own, that measures suited to meet ther 
wants often stiike those not conversant with Lasten subjects 
as beng strange and unaccountable, It 18 casier to blame than 
to Jean, and a fluent abuse of what they do not understand 
enables many to escape from the mortification of avowing that 
they aeignorant, Jealousy ever ticads hard upon success, and 
the East India Company, when left to itself, has been the most 
unifoimly successful governing body in the wold  Lvery check 
which it has ever sustamed may be traced in some shape or 
other to those distuibing influences which the late Lad 
Metcalfe had in ns mind when he said, m the hearing of the 
autho, that “the i¢eal dangers of British India would com- 
menee fiom the day when the party spirit of the British Pa- 
hament should be brought to bear directly on 1ts administration,” 

The Company’s troops weie successful in every wai, and 
evely war enga,cd m was admitted to be justifiable, until the 
luckless Afghan cxpedition was forced upon the reluctant Comt 
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m Leadenhall Steet by the ministry of the day, mm 1838, 
Smee then, the Company’s iule has coased to be as fim ond 
consistent as i. was befoic, because Goviinoi-Goneials toolk 
ther tone fiom Donnmg Sticet, and shaped then measnies 
accordingly. Still it 18 most wnjust to tax the Company with 
aemsness m those banches of admimistiation over which they 
rotamed thew sway. If thar Government in Indta has essed, at 
has been less fiom hanging back than fiom advancmg too 
aapdly with its mproviments, and striving too had to keep ap 
with “the spit of the age” If the thity yeas’ settlement ot 
the revenue, a vrork of immense labom, wae all that there was 
to show, the agiicultural classes mm Upper Ind a evince by their 
present conduct then sonse of the value of that bleasmg, 
Conscious of 18 own anuety to promote the welfare of its 
subjects, the Indian Government for a while forgot the necessity 
of bemg physically stiong, as well as benesolontly disposed, It 
was consequently taken by surpuse, but has not found the fabme 
ofats power to erumble beneath the shock. Tlow is this? Is 
it not a proof t} at for one hundred yeas we have bem moving 
m the ght dicetion, slowly, it may be, in the opmon of plat. 
form ora.ors, but as vapidiy as is consistent vith safety m such 
a country as India? ‘Chose who “ account mechameal myentions 
the greit agents im the Instory of mankind” will, of course, 
blame the Indian Government for not having oversprend tho 
Jand wath ralroids. Yet the uth is, that works of this class have 
perhaps gone on with greater speed Chan as quite consistent with 
safety ; and the only blame attachmg to the Government 1s, for 
not having suffinently appreciated then tentleney to create alam 
wm that Brahmimteal body whose milncnec it was folly to ignore, 
Another exy, proceeding from the same quarter, blames 
the Indian Government for not havmg covered ther termtory 
with Emopean colomsts, No account 1s taken of the obstacles 
opposed by Nature to Butish colomsation m any but temperate 
chmates, Englishmen will never go to India, exeeptimg to make 
fortimes to be enjoyed in other lands, and under a milder sun. 
Landed estates would by such settlers be merely held as sub- 
sidiay to commmenl speculations. Should they become 
numerous, the effects of the.dommation of race over race would 
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be exhibited on a sere to surpass, as 1s well remaked by the 
Indophnlas of “The Times,” all that 3s recorded of the Nor- 
mans in Ungland, o: of the O1angemen m Theland. In con- 
fumation of this view, take the followmg passages in a letter 
addressed to the author, in the yeu 1854, by a most intelligent 
Ilindoo ge itleman in Bengal — 

The fact is, Unat Duropean tiadeis have obtamed, in many 
places m the menor of the Bengal Presidency, almost wicon- 
trolled power,—a power which they ae seldom sufliciently 
scLuptttous uot to exert to the may of tlose with whom they 
come in contact, It 13 not exaggeration to say cach ind go 
factory, together with its surounding estata, 1s a httle kingdom 
withm itself, wheicin avauce and tyranny hold ulimted sway. 
The police is too fechle to render effectual aid in suppressing the 
lawless oppression of the factor.” 

Those who .ase the ery for colonisation, and other kmded 
measures, are the ouginal authors of the zlamour commenced 
in Caleutta, and, though now dymg out, for a while 1¢ echoed 
m London agamst the present Goveinn-Geneal and his 
councillors, These gentlemen, who undertake to teach the 
Goyvernor-Gencial his duty, and choose the most embarrassing 
moment for doing so, have, 10 fact, but one gieat object at heat, 
and that 13, to get 2id of the Ciml Service, which stands aga 
protecting baie: between them and the people of tht country. 
It as with ths end in view that they have spread ramous of 
disse: sion in the Supeme Counail, and sought to stir the 
gallant Commandei-in-Chief into opposition to the Government, 
of which he is at once a member and the servant. The furous 
abuso of Mr, J P. Giant springs fiom th: same source, and 
tends to tho same end. That gentleman’s talents being un- 
questionable, he is taxed with presumption and vanity by a 
wiiter who, having ecved, as he tel's us, unda Sw Chales 
Napurer, has caught not a few of the witty old General’s foibles, 
among others, that of an outiageous antipathy to the Civil 
Se.vice. ‘I'o explain to the Dnglish reader the natwe of Mr. 
Ginnt’s mission, it 1s necessa1y to state thit, as the enemy 1s 
expelled fiom the rich proyinees of Upper India, it becomes 
actually necessaiy to provide for thereauscitation of something 
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hkeicgular government, otherwise all the rovenuc now i aboy- 
ance would be Jost, and the provision of food and carnage for 
the amy would become almost unprac treabk. 

Mi Grant’s nusston has two ebjeets, one is to put dogether, 
mito something ke working oder, the fiagments of ow tem- 
porarily shattced system of internal governments the othe, 
that of putting as speedy a stop as possible to the ficice meu- 
sures of vindictive retaliation, bung of villages, and wholesale 
hanging, which, however natural under the erreamstances of the 
time, could not but have ainmous effect, ul persisted m fora 
moment longer than stan necessity wananted. What those 
measures were, will be seen fiom the following passage, extracted 
fiom a letter witlen at Cawnporc by an intelhgent young 
offiect, detained at that station by wounds i1ccerved in General 
Tlavelock’s first advance tow.1ds Lucknow 

“The Dnglish nen sprpers are fihtfilly sloodthusty and 
revengcful 82 arc the people here; but I hope a stop will be 
put to wholesale hangmg — I have secn a tice onmamentud with 
nine o1 ten Sepoys im a few mmutes by our men. They just 
tied fect together and hands behind bick, topo round neck, and 
thowsng the other end ova a low Lanch, up the fuow wert, 
But these were fellows caught with aims in then hands ‘The 
talk here is, ‘ [unt down every Sepoy!’ If they do, tiey wall 
kecp the fftmes ahve for long. As to thew massacics, I should 
hike to come 11 upon them dpropas, to teach them mu ineis; 
but our civihsed officeis and men would, af allowed, smpass 
them in horrors by way of epusal, which I think as bid as the 
original,” * 


* ‘Tho followh g is from a second letter fiom the same pens “ Peoplo at 
home, as well as those here aeem to tave gona mad avout revenge  Tulf-a-yom 
ago if was wtong, civel, and tyrannical to lit a native, even if he wore umperti. 
nent> and as to callng him a ‘nggei* oh, hoo | oul now notht g 1a Lalf 
punishment enough Tho magisttate catches a nigge upon so ne soit of ev denca 
he is mate out a Sepoy, 01 rebel, and of cou se oiduied off to the gallowe and 
sometimes ts previously flogged ‘Tho gallows ate erected where the women wore 
mudcied, and the culput 1s made to hic< tie giound wher bload 1s supy oad to 
exist, and every soldier o: peison gives the ins (1.01 ok with a stk till We mis 
head bleeds, Sotne ciam g case itto he mouth, ard if the wiotch refuses to 
open his mouth the most gentle wems me not resorted to im cide: to compel 
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It is haidly neeessay here to repent the refrtation of the 
silly stoty of the rclense of 150 mutinceis by Mr. Grant, tiongh, 
im sp te of its maniftst falsol ood, 1b obtaried exe dane an quaitas 
supposed to b above theieach of vulgar delusion TIad editors 
been capable of cool reflection, a glaice at the map night have 
assuicd them that the whole was a fabucation. Cawnpoie is 
about 200 mil s fiom Benmes. If Gene al Neill had taken any 
mutinecis, 14d hantl, 1b was most unlikely that he, who had hung 
so many, shouhl suddenly have rconated, and icfiried then 
cases to Mr, Giant, who, without such ieference, could not have 
had time to mtcimeddle.” But the object was to get upa ay 
against the Civil Service; and so the tale was swzed on, and 
wiitten about, until the next mal came in, and the spiteful 
bubble buist. We are as yet without any infomation as to the 
Iunits of Mi, Giant’s powers, but we nay be assmed that there 
will be no imtefercnee with the militay authouties whee 
martial Taw prevails, though much will doubtless be done in 
anticipat on of the period when civil authoty may with safety 
be 10 established. 

The destruction of all the iccords will make the re-adyust- 
ment of the revenue, and the recognition of landed tenures, a 
work of the first importance to mdividuals as well as to the state, 
and one which none but an expenenced civil functionaly can pos- 
ably pefoim, Let those who popose to leave allsuch matters 
m nulitmy hands icfiect whether, if a sumlar storm had visited. 
Lngland, and swept away all the title-deeds and documents m 
the country, it 1s fiom the ITorse Guaids that they would have 
sought fo. the man to clear away the .ubbish, and 1cduce the 
troubled mass into ordei.* The great danger that now thieatens 
him to do s0+ and many other like p actieal yokes me coed 01 Now, I would 
hang the culput myself and flog him too with pleasme but as many natives 
come to enjoy the entertammment I would read the cme and sentence, md 
nothing more should be mflicted, but here Iam consi laed mad, because I see 
any harm im such iepiisels What a very just idea the netives must have of the 
atiocites they committed whon they see us now tiying om utmost to vio with 
the mgenmty Itwon t be many months befme ‘Ihe Times’ will turn round, 
and then we shall not have many confessing they assleted at the fun, * 

* Tt may hero be allowed to say 2 woid about the enlaries of Civil servants 
Phose who think them too hgh should ask themselves this question “Would 
any man with 10007 n year, secured to him in, London, go out to lve under an 
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Upper India 1s death, perhaps fawime. To aveat this evil may 
be difficult, ad, if the sangummy politicians of Caleutla held 
the sway, wold be impossible. Judging fiom the tenor of 
their wutings, indccd, we may al nost assume that they weuld 
exter 2 nate the fifty mbhons of Uppa India, and then aml at 
the Government for letting the land fill ont of culty itio 1 

Of all the absurdities springmg up m the couse of this 
discussion, none is more catiavagant than the attempt to lnk 
the mutmy m some way with the toitme-sto1y biongl t home 
fiom some iemote province m Southern Inca, where, as was 
well remarked by the Dail of Tanowby, “it is difficult to yro- 
tect the people, becanse they wil not help you to protect them 
selves.” It is ever necessay to icnind the putely Thighsh 
reader that India is a country as Iage as Uuope, and that what 
may be tiue of one province may never have been head of m 
another. In the Gangetic portion of Bittish India no such 
thing as authoused toitme has cver becn known; and this, 
mdecd, was admitted m the House of Lords, and accounted for 
by the chautable supposition that the hmdy chmacte: of the 
people in that qumta detericd the Cout of Ducetors fom 
sanctioning its mtroduction! As the author lumits Ins 
remarks to the provinecs connceted with tho Bengal Presidency, 
he must leave the members of the Madias Service to diufind 
themselves, as they sic well able to do. But though at 1 
strange that the e.uel practices of which aman of some note, not 
Jong sce, tol 1a farmers’ meeting that he had mflicted a volume 
of official proofs on a happy party assembled ab a country seat, 
did not sti: even the softer 1accs of Southern India lo so ne nets 
of mutiny, it 1s shanga st ll to know what aetually did once 
provoke a rebellious movement in that very region. 

In the yem 1837 a icbellion bioke out im the distuct of 
Mangalore, on the westein coast of the Indian Pemnsula, It 


Ind an sun and lead a lonely hfe in the interior for less (han double o1 even 
treble that sum? Multiply a stay-at home salmy by Uiec, und you wil cone 
nea to the India1 equivalent. Moreover, where man are lagely trusted, they 
must be laigely prid, and no men a ¢ so Imgely trusted 18 the Civil and Politreal 
seiyants of the Indian Goveinment.—Sce on thie point, Lord Macaulay’s 
* Dssays on Chive and Hast ngs” 
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spread like an cp demie, infecting every class, even the oficers 
of Gevanicit of eve y grade, soinc of whom tied to dissnade 
the Collect n fiom sonding off the pubhe ticaswe to a vessel 
that was Inehily wt hand, in order that it rught be reserved for 
the insmgents who wee then advancmg towards the station. 
This movement was suppiessed by the auuval of troops in 
steamers fiom Bombay, and with the ad of the people of the 
newly-conquacd province of Cang., Now, what was the cause 
of this msmaicetion ? It was nothmg more nor less than our 
humane substitution of the process of sclling Jand, wm realisation 
of pubhe and pivate debts, for the simple cocicive meastues m 
use under Astalic inlers, or what we should call toitme. Now, 
no one would propose to allay the discontents on the Malabar 
coast by the 1¢ introduction of the good old practice of subyect- 
11g the bodies of defaulters to a httle suffermg, and leaving ther 
Innds untouched , but such instances as the above should teach 
those whose knowlcdge of India 1s scanty, to bewaie of passing 
hasty consmes upon the men by whom that extiaordimay 
empire has been governed, with such undcmable sucecss, fom 
the days of Clive untal the outhieak of the present distur bances, 
for which it romams to be seen who 1s responsible. A letter of 
the Duke of Wellington, dated 18th October, 1803, 19 full of 
instiuction to censors of the class in question, Wniting on the 
abstdity of tiymg to 1educe things in Incia to the Dmopean 
standaid, he thus expresses himself: “In short, the only con- 
clusion to be diawn fiom all icflection and 1easonng on this 
subject is, that the Biitish Government in India is a phenomenon, 
and that xt will not answer to apply to if, m its present state, 
either the rules which guide othe: goveinments, 01 the reason- 
ing on which these ules atc founded ”’ * 

But the most serious, and ecttamly the most popular, as 
being the most casly undeistood, chaige against the Indian 
Goveinment 1s, that of taxing it with religious indiffeience, and 
even hostility, o the diffusion of Chustian knowledge thoughout 


ils dommions. 
At the by-gone peuod, when that chaig2 had some appear- 


* Gurwood, vol pp. 411, 
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ance of tiuth, wbmight have becn brought ag mst the Govein- 
ment of Dngland, as wall as agaist t at of Ladi, The ely 
years of this centmy were ccitainly nol ycais of wcligious cal, 
aid our pubhe men m the Kast partook of the apathy which 
prevailed anor g om Gallos im ofhee ue home. As reins 
fuolmg ievived m the notha country, 1 was ,radually commmn- 
mented to the depcndency. Bishops were appomte 1, chmelies 
bull, the numerical strength of the elencal body wis increased, 
the stiet, at Icast the decotous, o scivance of tha Sabbath 
was enforced, the utmost ficcdom wis allewed to messiona y 
bodies, Amencan as well as British, whoso ngents traversed 
the lengta and bicadth of the country at thea please, and, 
more than that, were, when well-mannacd and good li zunts, 
ever tiated, not only wath politeness, but with respect, by 
the natives, espee ally by the Ihndoos. Ihghcr testimony was 
never boine to the moral and intellectual ments of any body of 
men, than will be found im a speceh dchvercd in the Th ghsh 
language by a native gentleman in Calentin, himself a Tindoo, 
on the 25th July last, in praise of the Chistian missionaries 
in Bengal 

Its en.icns to obse ve how the disposition to cap at our 
Fasten admmistiation veers round with the varying hamow 
of the time, At the begimmmng of this century, the Bad of 
Ilope winds up the frst pmt of his pocm with an apostiophe 
fo the Ilmdoo Olympus, nnplormg its mtervention {to avenge 
the wiongs endwed by the “childien of Biana” at the 
hands of the “fiee-boin Britons” of those days, Scriswatiec, 
Canideo, and Sunes, are inyoked by name, and the “tenth 
avatm ” is ha ed by a Chistian poet with more than Limdoo 
favo. Now a-days the tide is tuned, and ou countiymen m 
India me accused, with equal mjustice, though Jess imagi- 
nation, of undue doftience to the scruples and feclmgs of the 
people ove: wiom they were once said to tyiannise. Both 
charges may, 11 as far as the Gangetic provinces aie concerned, 
be pronounced to be figments The rehgious o. superstitious 
fechngs of om subjects have, in that pat of om empne, never 
heen either outraged o1 petted. Salutcs to idols, or parades m 
horour of Ilindoo festivals, ave unknown on the banks of the 
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Ganges, whateva, may be the ease in the Southein Peninsula. 
All that can be alle,cd against the Gomoany’s goveinuent 
m that quarter is, that it has kept faith with those ligh-caste 
men whom 16 received unto its scivice, and with rchigious establish- 
ments found hy us in possession of cndowments when we took 
the land fio n its former rulers, Dyen m this espeet, the leaning 
of om admuustialion has for the last thnty yeas been ducetly 
the ieversc of what is often, with over confidence, asscted. 
This will appem fiom the followmg passige taken fiom the 
pamphlet of Mi. F HW. Robinson, to which we haye before 
iefared: - 

“The Government haye of late years systzmatically 1esu ned 
all ichgious endowments, an extuiswe inquuy has been gong 
on into all endowments, giants, and pensiois; and in almost 
eyery one m which the continuance of 1chgio 1s endowments has 
been recommended by snboidmate revenue wtthorities, backed 
by the Bond of Revenue, the fiat of confiscation has been 
issued by the Government,”—(Page 17) 

Whether these confiscations, or 1esumpt ons, as they wae 
called, were wise or jast, 18a matter of dispute ; the fact of their 
occurrence 1s unquestioned , and that fact alonc is a proof of no 
over-indulgence having been shown to estabhshments having the 
suppoitofcithe: the Ifindoo ov the Mahommedan faith for their 
object. It 1s remaikable also that the natives themselves coupled 
the idea of ichgious zeal im thei: Christian 1alers with activity 
in ca1ymg out these very measuics, The author has more than 
once had the question put to him whether Mr, A. B, and Mi. 
C,'D., gentlemen known for the stuctness of their views, did 
not account it a duty to bear haid upon the Moosulman and the 
Brahmin, and the conjunction of these Inthe:to dissociable 
names stiuck him at the time as omnous. It may be recorded, 
as woithy of notice, that Hurdeo Bulchs, the landholde, to 
whose good offices Messis, Cdwaids and Piobyn, of the Civil 
Service, owed thew escape fiom the fate which overtook the 
‘other fugitives fiom Futtehghur, 1s said to have declired, that 
m saving these Inglish nen, at some hazed to In uself, he 
was actuated by Ins grateful 1ecolleetion of kindness shown to 
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Ins father by tla very gentlann * fiom whose pr pl let the 
passage above cited 1s takan., Mauch stress has been nd on the 
ease of the Biahnim nahye offica gently withdhawn fiom iis 
rem ent afler his ecuvasion to Chistianty, This event hap. 
pened ncaly faty yeats nga, vid yet alas spoken of and prc iched 
upon as if it wae an act of the ruling power of the pcsint diy. 
hose concernadin it huve long stnee passed away, Yt, myustice 
to the depated, let us consider whut the enc mmstanccs of our 
empne wae mtheyear 1819, Two ,icat wars, that with Nepal 
onthe Dast, and with the Mahiattas aid Pindariecs on the West, 
had just been brought ton conelusion, out the passions excited by 
the struggle had not even begun to cl. Rinycet Smy, ab the 
head of the Sichs, stionger at that time than when they afta- 
waids tested cw mettle to the utmost, though Ins good sense 
had withheld him fiom taking advantage of om merely apparent 
difficulties, while engaged only with forcign focs, night have 
found, an such a falling off 0 ou own ticops as we me now 
witnessing, an oppotumty too tempting for even his prudcnee 
to have withstood. A mutiny in 1819 would have been a more 
selous matte: than we find it now, for ¢hen thee wis no 
stear to shorten dista ‘ee, Twclye months mast lave clapscd 
before any suecours could have reached Tndia fiom Ungland To 
assert that no mutiny was to be dreaded, 1s merely to beg the 
whole question at issue, and theicfore we must conelude that 
they who blane what was done hy the Govanment of the 
Marquis of IIastings, in 1819, would, 1f they bad been in power, 
have followed a contrary couse, and taken their chanco for the 
consequences, even if the loss of the cmpne ibscl{ had been 
among the results to be appichendcd. What would have hap- 
pened in that case cannot, of couse, be known, but what has 
happened we see and feel ~The men of 1819 have transmitted to 
usan empne which has not certamly beon bought mto Jeopudy 
by oyer~adhercnee to then puneiples of government, but which 


* The lite Mi. P. H Robinson had held the office of Commissione of the 
Tuttehghmi division not long before ho left Ind'a, It is hoped that tho above 
angetote my chaw attention to his clever and av‘g nal pawphitet 
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we me, nevertheless, now rcdueed to a stiigele to preserve aid 
hand down to ow sucecssois 

But m what form tic we to tiansmt 1? -As an absolute 
conquest, to be ruled over im the man ie most consonant with 
the wishes and passions of the dom nant minonty, o1 as a eowntiy 
held by an ofiaal tenme, where the duty of the Govcinment, 
acting, as tiusice to the estate, 1 to cudcavou. to administer 
it for the benefit of the various xiees mte ested in its well 1? 
Tro firey of these twO 1 odes Of cuba will Se fic ot ust popula ri 
Tngland, and with whi ae called “te mdependent Lao 
peans” m Iudia, Lt will be popular with that more nuncous 
thai sagacious class, which hates the Las. India Company, it 
knows not why. It may allme the mimstiy of the day by the 
promiso of a vast accession of drect poser, ficed fiom the 
harassing necessity of having often to contend with men of 
superior intelhgence, whose counsels there13a pie-determination 
to oveiule, ‘Io the Iorse-Guards, also, the ay for a 1+ 
modelling of the Government of India, and the re-conquest of 
a country which has never revolted, must have an attractive 
sound, for it holds out a prospect of mcieased pationage, and 
the riddance of that standing perplexity —the Company’s any. 
The absolute-conquest scheme will also command the suffiages 
of such proselytising societies as seck for the co-operation of 
Government, without distinctly declaing whit the natme of that 
co-operation is to be. The same scheme will, of course, be m 
favour with the “independent Lmopean” class m India, for at 
is with them that it ougmates, Thus tle 1s a formidable 
display of mtcrosts in support ofa scheme which, nevetheless, 
appears to be fianght with both mjustice and danger. It 18 
unjust to visit millions with permanent humiliation on account 
of the misconduct of some thousands, whom we have ourselves 
detached fiom the bulk of the prople and biought into an 
artificial state, more directly under ow own mfluence than that 
of any other section of the community. It will be dange.ous 
to attempt, with our numenical disparity, tc mlroduce a system 
only to be sustamed by an ever present and ever-watchful 
superiouty of physical foree Admit that we can conquer and 
scatter every cnemy whom we may for the next thice o1 four 
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yeas encounter ‘n the ficld, still the question will remain of, 
Tlow 1s the presswe to be kept up which, im the case supposed, 
will continually, be icquied to suppress the heavmgs of diseon- 
tent? Ameghty forec 1s now assembhng onthe Upper Ganges, 
—a foro, perhaps, a little in excess to the means of feeding or 
moving; cavally without horses, sappers who cannot wok m 
the sun, and artillery to supersede, iather than to co-operate 
with, that noble coips of Beng, pronounced even by Sn Charles 
Napier to be perfect. Of all ths anay, if deprived of the assist- 
ance of native tioops im the discharge of dutiws mvolvmg con- 
tinued exposuic to climate, at least twenty per cent would, 
before a year 1s out, be dead, and few forthcoming to supply 
then place m wiat would then be considored an unattractive 
service, 

Tt 1s necessmy heie to 1emind the Inglish icader how 
almost meredibly small is the Dmopean machinery employed m 
the govanment of India, Excepting at about ten stations, far 
apait fiom each other, along a line of nemly 1200 mulcs mn 
extent, thore 1s not an armed Tiuopean to be seen fiom the sca 
to the boundary of the Punjaub, These stations me mostly on 
the Ganges and ‘he Jumna ; while to the iight and loft of those 
niveis vast provinces, peopled by moe milhons than half Du ope 
contams, mae governed by Jittle knots of Tnghsh functionaries, 
sometimes only two or thice, and seldom mote than five or six 
m numba, with nothing but native physical foree to support 
them In ite very essence, such a system, resting mainly on 
moial influence, is of comse one of compomisc. The people 
yield then obedience to all the fan behests of then rulers, but 
expect in ietuin to have thei: soci freedom respected, and to 
be exempt fiom i] authoitative mtaameddling with their reli- 
gion They also enleulate upon being subjected to no novel 
mode of taxation, and upon the bulk of what 1s levied on them 
hemg taken in the form of the portion of the produce of the 
land, assigned by immemoyial custom to the ruling powcr to 
meet the exigencies of the state Patial deviations from this 
comse may be submitted to (though even to these fierce oppo- 
sition has at times been made), but any such alteration of the 
whole revenue system, as is evidently contemplated by the advo- 
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cates of the “ colonising” policy, would cstrange fiom us the 
good-will of the now well-affected agiicultmal class. Two m 
stances of open icsistanec to fiscal innovat ons may here be 
noticed, the one took place in the yeat 1899, when the towns- 
people of Benaics, to the number of half-a-milhon, Icft. then 
homes and bivourcked im the ficlds, until the Government 
yielded to then pcltion for the abohtion cf a 1ecently mposed 
house-tax ; the other ocemred at Barcilly m the yea 1816, 
when a police trx, eventually cased into cffect, provoked on its 
first enforeement an armed resistance, which soou assumed a 
religious Mahommedan aspect, and was only quelled, with the 
loss to the msmgents of about 1500 lulled and wounded, by the 
firmness of thice compames of Bengal Sepoys. 

The proposed substitute for the immemoial land revenue 
has not yct been distinctly stated, but, considering the quatu 
whenec it may be expected to procecd, its tendency most pio- 
bably will bo to make the Indian Government pay foi the cotton 
to be supplicd to Manchester, This end will be yutually gained 
merely by icdueing the assessment on land, and Icaying: it to 
the Hastein exchequei to find,in new imposts an equyalent for 
that of which it will thus, for the fist tire m the story of 
India, bo depuved, 

Tt 18 umpossible to 1ead what daily appeas in prt without 
peceiving that the scheme of Colomal Government, once cued 
up as fraught with blessings ¢o the people of Inde, 1s now 
bult upon a studwd disregaid, or rather hatied, of their race. 
This, indeed, 1s openly avowed by the hasty, and is implicd im 
the suggcstions of the inore cautious, advocates of the mcasuie, 
To take a specimen of ench :—A Ictter inserted in the “ Moin- 
ing Post” of the 26th Noyembei, and professing to come fiom 
India to a coucspondent in Pate, contams the followmg 
passage: The hatied of the Bengalese, whatcver hs calling, 
as such, he wall be treated hike a ferocious wild beast ; he 1s one, 
and we arc to treat him, foisooth, as a mild and faithful ILindoo, 
Oh, this lovely country —fo. in some paits it 1s a pmadise 
—to think that the 1ace of Ham should enjoy it under a 
mild Chistian iule, and not appreciate the goodness of God! 
England must make the Government a Colomal one, and no 
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natiye of India, for many yems to come, privileged to enjoy 
a shame in ita bounty, o: hold an offico of etther tiust or 
responsibility.” 

The use her3 made of the name “ Bungalese” wariants a 
suspicion that the lett, was wiitten by a Calcutta cockney, 
unaware of the fact, that although om native soldicis im that 
quater ae called Bengal Sepoys, there 1s not a Bengalce among, 
them. Bengalcc 18 a name caclusively applied to the native of 
Beugul Prope, There acc forty willions of this .ucc, and it as 
had to make that portion of our subjcets the special objects of 
our hate; fo. to them the tirumph of the mutinceis would have 
been so fatal, that wo may be assmed of the sincerity of the 
prayers which they offered up for our suceces, 

The Bengaleo 1s a timid bemg, and may be dealt with at 
discretion ; but 1{ 18 as well to think how the other “ childicn of 
Tam” will rehsh the scheme foi 1.educing them to the condition 
of serfs m thar own land. It 1s almost useloss to waste 
aigument on so vild a scheme as that for Uelotizmg all India, 
with its 170 mill ons of inhabitants, of who n one-fomth arc not 
yet under our dommnion, Move consideration 1s, however, duo 
to a giaver project, latcly presented to the public im the form 
of a letter pumted in “The Times” of the 2d December, The 
ploject 1s detailed im six sepaiate propositions, and these it may 
be useful to review ser zatem . — 

1, “India must be kept fice from external wat, and fom 
further expansion.” 

A wise suggestion, doubtless, but the English public must be 
changed befme conquest can be stayed. Lf they will be s0 
bhnded by the glme and ghtter of successful battle as to be 
unable to see when a conquest 18 unjust, as in the ense of 
Scinde, or unnecessary, as in the ease of Pegu, how 18 16 to be 
expected that men m power abroad, to whose  qmek bosoms 
quict” often “18 a hell,” will not be tempted to mdulge in the 
entiemg luxmy of mbhtay expeditions ? 

2 “The lngh lands of India, noth, centinl, and south, 
must be systematically filled with Nuopcan colonies ” 

If the mountamons tracts m the Tumalaya, Cossyn, and 
Neelgher y vamges ae here alluded to, there 18 no objection to 
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the scheme, excepting as conecins the mlerest of the colonists, 
who, mm those mountainous tinels, will fiad very pleasant places 
to resule it, but few spols to promise extensive profit to any 
gicat number of apucultural settles. Siould we ever recon- 
quer the site of the anewnt Bactiian kingdom, a colony m a 
country blest with anal nost European chinate may be feasible. 

3 “Tinghsh ¢ tivenship must be reecgmecd in India as a 
distiict clomc it, and be cautiously impmtcd as a rewad to 
mdiyiduils, o classes, and to places’? 

An attempt to apply the policy of a continuous continental 
emp te, like that of ancient Rome, to a detached dormuion based 
upon mari une supcuonnty, ike ous in Tidia, would probably 
in practice fail F Tt cautics with it a semblance of fairness, but 
is intrinsically one sided and partial, as will appear from what 
is to follow. 

4, © Wall-defincd political as well as social rights should 
be granted to all Lnghsh citizens in India” : 

The real ditt of this proposition is, thet the Government of 
India ought to be placed im the hands of those “ unofficial” 
Kngl shmen who may merate to that comtry for a while, to 
make o1 to 1epai a fortune. ‘This will appear move cleaily in 
the sequel. 

5, The Indian Government must not fluctuate with 
English paity, nor its policy be mado subsavient to the 
shifting politics of Duope.” 

This, Like the first proposition, is a wise one, und farnishes 
the best possible mgument for keeping the Goyunment of 
India im the hands of a body lke the Gout of Ducetors, who, 
as the icpescntatives of 9 scpaiate constitucney, with chartacd 
iights, can alone effect what is heic truly stated to be most 
destabk. Tac same chanman of that Court who protested 
agaist the Afphan wa, im 1888, the hte M., St. Geoge 
Tuchct, suid on another occasion, what iden was tiuc, that 
“Tndia ts of no party.” 


+ Heyy it done cfall the Roman poviices Pore £1y resemblance to But sh 
{ida ad thae the § Dyuts,’? witi ben eaxckisve ight of ato mist alin, 
stom to live stocd rea position wity like that of the Civil Seivice of the present 


day 
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6. “Tho permanent burdens of India must, in the long inn, 
be boine by India.” 

Theve 1s no objection to he wged agamst this, In fact, it 
only approves of what always has becn, for the Tome Treaswy 
has hitle cause to complam of Indian amportunitics It is, 
however, in the zomment that follows, that the latent mjustice 
of the whole scheme is disclosed. ‘Laxes are to be voled in 
“Porhaments censisting of English eitizcns, and of none be 
sides.” There ig a show of consideration for the native in the 
provision for “impmting Tinghish citizenship to him as a ie- 
waid,” but who, that knows anything of the bemmg of the 
ances towards each other, will fail to perceive that in auch a 
motley pmlament the voices of the dusky portion would be 
chowned by tha! of the 1obuste: whites? 

The concluding passage of the letter hints at the possihty 
of setting up one of our own Princes as Kang of India, which 
very idea has ere this ocemicd to two well-informed men of 
different counties and races, wilting at the distance of half-a- 
century fiom cach othe. No, 31 of the “ Ddmbugh Roview,” 
published in the year 1810, contains the followme speculation 
on tue futme Goyunment of India:— 

“ A simple fo m of aibitiary government, tempaed by Tmo-~ 
pean honom and Bmopean mtelligence, 1s the only form which 
is now fit for Iindostan. But that govenment should be one, 
the:interests of which are identified with Une intcests of the 
country, and mbitiay as it must be, such checks and influences 
might easily be apphed as would iendcr 1 muld and paternal in 
its exci cise 

“Tt has oceued to us, thon, that the only way to escape 
great evil, both to India and to Lngland, 1s at once to give the 
former countiy a government to itself. Instend of sending ont 
a Governor-General, to be 1ecalled m a few yens, why should we 
not constitute one of our royal family Emperor of Tindostan, 
with hereditary succession? The sovercign would then be 
sunounded by Britons, and the spiut of Butons would animate 
and duect his government. Euopeans of all descriptions would 
be invited to settle in bis country, and to identify then mteesta 
with those of the nation. The produchve powers of European 
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mdustiy, under the protecting hand of a Buitish Government ox 
the spot, would soon give new life and new 1iches to the state, 
and the commercial enterprise of Britons would find a field of 
boundless extent, every yen. presenting a more vast and pie- 
cious produce fiom which to cull for the conmereinl aggiandise- 
ment of thei count y.” * 

The same opmion, supported by almost the vory samo 2ca~ 
soning, 18 expressed m the following passage, in e letter fiom an 
intelhgent Ifindoo at Indore, dated 28d June, 1857, of which 
the fist part has been aleady given :— 

“As T have always been allowed the mdulgence of wuting 
anylhiig to you that comes foremost in my head, I hope you 
will excuse a question fiom me, how foolish soeve: I may appear 
m putting it. Pray, why does not England send out a Kng 
for India? Smely Ifcr Most Gracious Majesty would have no 
objection to instal the Punce Royal to that high office, Sir 
Veinon Smith and Sir George Cleik may come out as wuzeeis, 
and the Honomable Comt of Duectois nay come out as the 
council of state. The punces, and the mtellgent gentiy and 
nobihty of India, may fuumsh mateual to form a pnhament, and 
India may be governed in India, and for India; I don’t know 
who loses by this plan This countiy has always been goveaned 
by monarchs, ‘The difference of seligion between the governor 
and the governed will not signify a bit, secing how endeared the 
Tlindoos had become to Mohammedan langs. But onegeat 
point will be gamed. There will then be some one to think India 
his own, and, so far, to take interest in its actual prosperity, A 
Goveino1-Geneial for five years cannot take a permanent interest ; 
he may do something to seeuie a pension or a name, but very 
little for the country, 

But Tam afaid I am ising fiom the foolish to the me- 
sumptuous, and will end here.” 

Climate, the gicat bar to every attempt at Duropeanizng 
India, would stand m the way of this kingly project. To give it 
achance of success, an Unglish Pilnce, with a retinue of comticis, 
must be found ready to take a lfe-long leaye of England, to 


¥ Limbmgh Reviow,” vol av p 156 
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become the demzens of a topical countiy This is as little to he 
expected as tho emtation of the thousands of substantial 
Lnghshmen who would be wanted to thinst out, o crush, a 
couespoidmg number of native Jandholdaus, and become the 
basis of that demociatic despotism so evidently desucd by the 
more ardent adyocates of colonisation. 

Since, therefore, mcxoinble climate opposes every projected 
change, why should wo quaiicl with that cilicial tenmie proved 
by expersence to adapt itself to the peculiaitics of the veeprocal 
position of Englaid and India better than my device that we 
now can Init upon? The still existing, thongh perhaps cpuing, 
form of rule, gives as fiee a scope to the Lnglish piogiessive 
spit as is consistent with a due regard for the stationmy 
chmactea of om Indian subjects Nectue telegraphs havo ove~ 
splead the suifacs of Upper India, aud probably contiubuted 
to alam what they bestude, railways me advancing steadily, 
and have had their share m startlmg the Brahmmmeal divectors 
of the IIindoo nund. Canals to command the admnation of all 
engmeecrs have been completed, rords and biidges have been 
constiueted, schools m villages, colleges in towns, dispensmiics, 
attended by native piactitroneis educated in Calcutta, me yeuly 
increasmg m1 number in the inteior. 

The settlement of the Jand icvenue for thirty yems nomi- 
nally, but in fact im perpetuity, is a blessmg, thei, appicuiation 
of weich 1s shown by the genial good conduct of the land. 
holders 1m Upper India dung ou recent difficulties. 

The labour attending that settlement was immense, and 
many a young ewihan injured ins health, about seventeen yeurs 
sinee, by tariying at the most trying season m tents, lo caiy 
on this most important, though not showy wok, 

The police and admuustiation of justice in these Gangetic 
piovinees will, if viewed with icference to the character of the 
people, not be found to merit all the 1eproaches bestowed upon 
them, namly by that “ mdependent* Duapean class”? whom 
itis often the pamful duty of om judicial officcis to 1epove and 
restram. The aitnnssion by Lod Biougham, that the Privy 


* See ante, p 27 Lettus hon a 1a so of Bengal 
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Couneil reversed in appeal more, proportionately, of the de- 
erons of Te: Majesly’a judges of the Supreme Court thar it 
did of thoso passed hy tho Company’s judges, 1s 4 clea proof 
that the latter cuntiot he so very bad, notwithstanding what some 
othe: Law-Lods have declaed If those sages of the bench 
could be transported to the banks of the Ganges, and placed at 
the head of some tronbksome d strict in Bengal, they would 
soon discove that an requaimtance with the native character 
and language is there af moa use ‘n the ndnimstiat on of 
justice than all the knowledge that can be imported from a land 
of complicated rights and arlafcial halnts hke England.* 

Tf, tuning fiom the subject of ternal management, we look 
abroad to what 1s passmg on and beyond our actual boundary, 
what a wonderful spectacle of administrative slall meets our 
eyo! On this, however, as it has been stamped with the recent 
applause of our Sovereign, 1 1s needless and would be perhaps 
presumptuous, to dilate. 

Tn one depmtment only has there been any seuious fulure, 
and that one, as before iemaked, 1s not under the East India 
Company’s entire sway. The supieme command of om forces 
in the Last has always been held by one of [er Majesty’s 
gunerals, and to this cieumstance, perhay s, may be asertbed that 
tendency to centialsation which is sad to havo weakened the 
authouty and damped the zeal of commanders of battalions, 
Yet, af the regimental oganisation of the aimy has pyoved 
faulty, how admirably have not its administrative depatments 
worked! No cues have been heard from ow mmies before 
Delhi 01 Lucknow like those that reached us fiom the Cumea. 
Notwithstanding the pieynilmg distuibaice, the commissauiat, 
aided by the civil and political authouitics, has proved equal to 
every emergency 

There 1s, therefore, but one gicat vant to be supplied, 


namcly, that of a good working uative arty, 
Jn putting this indispensable force logetha, care will, of 


4 Ropotts of cases decided by the Sudder Comts nsed to be published an- 
nally. The geies was begun by the Jite Su W Mncnaughten If still con- 
tunucd ifs republication ia England would probably fuinish the best reply ta 
nine 1 thit 1s <ul agaist the Co npany s yndigial off cers 
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couse, be taken not to fill it with too many men of tho same 
class. Geogiaphical cucumstances tended to intioduec this evil 
into the now d ssolying m ny, 

The Bombay amy, bemg diawn fiom the motley population 
of a sea bord, putook of the charactar of those fom among 
whom it was isised. The Bengal amy, on the contiary, was 
formed far inland and diew its recruits mainly fom the agi 
cultural class. Tiusmay account for the soit of famuly fecling 
that pervades the whole body Heneeforwmd we must enhst 
from yauious classes, not, perhaps, mxm, them pronnscnously m 
the 1anks, but forming them mto stpmate battahons or compa- 
nies, according to their ibe 

Gookhas and Sikhs will, of comse, be Iagcly employed , 
yet we must not cveido thus, lest, nm extinguishing one evil, we 
should give buth to another. Livery meiccnary army has its 
dangerous aspect, and it 1s possible that oven om own coun- 
tiymen, if stationed permanently in large bodies on the Gauges, 
might catch the Prostouan cohort fuchug, by some belicved to 
have been at the bottom of om Sepoys’ recent misconduct A 
great, but not an extravagant, merease to the permanent Ruro- 
pean force will be desirable. In Onde, Rolteund, and perhaps 
in Bundlecund, new stations fo. Duopean troops will be wanted ; 
but im the rest of Gangetic India (apart fiom the Punjaub), it 
will probably be thought enough to add the fortresses of Alla 
habad and Delhi, and the town of Dacea,* to the poats to be 
in future occupied by that desctiption of force, 

Leaving, however, the resuscitation of a native amy on the 
Ganges to be discussed by those professionally fambuar with the 
subject, let us now consider how the civil and political branches 
of the public administration are likely to be affected by the dis 
turbing influence of the late explosion on the mnnds of onr 
subjects abroad, and of our countrymen both at home and 


* In the Cossyn hills to the east of Dace, at an clevation of about 6000 fect 
above the level of the sea, there 15 ata placo called Myiung, a high tablo-land 
admirably suited for a Curopean cantonment The situntion js a most command. 
ing one, with Assam on the noith and Sylhet on the south, There is water. 
carrlage to the foot of the hulls on both sides and the spot wa to be icached in 
three marches fiom Assam and im two from Sylhot 
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abioad = Ofall the pciuls in prospect, none aie so formidable 
as those to be dieaded fiom the Inat-mentioned of these two 
sources, If we could keep ow countiymen within bounds, the 
diMeulty of couceting 01 guarding against the snapomons and 
alaims of our native subjects would be wondeifully diminished. 
It is a had thing to calm the minds of a very senative people, 
who ate constantly told by Dnghshmcn of authority and weight, 
that what the Local Government assurcs them will not be done, 
must, and shall, be attempted, Jt 1s tiuc that these declaa- 
tions aie, for the most part, qualificd by a disayowal of any 
desnc to see cocicion o1 bubeiy employed to effect the desncd 
end. But when in the course of any discussion the mode of 
stating facts 18 calculated to make but one impression, it 
matters hétle whether the object be expressly acknowledged or 
not, 

Detached declaations, disclaiming the only 1ational conclu- 
sion deduable fiom the premises, will, in such cases, only 
excite a suspicion that the 1eal object is one that cannot, 
without inconvenience, be clearly and explicitly avowed, 

The preceding 1emaks bear more immediately on the 
writings and speeches of the proselytizing bodies m England, 
who, though enjoying the fullest hberty of persuasion, are still 
discontented, but they may be often found to apply to those of 
political speculators also, ‘Two speciinens of starthng lucubta- 
tions of the latte: class have already been given, but as neithe 
of these derive any weight fiom the quate: whence they pio 
eecd, 14 seems desnable to adduce anothe: sample, having the 
sanction of the well-known name of the Member fo. Sheffield, 
This gentleman and his friends cannot be said to have couted 
discussion, for m the report of what passed at a meeting held 
in St. Mantin’s Mall, on the 17th December, 1t appears that all 
the speaking was on one side, and that a gullant captain who 
tued to make himself heard was, “by a unanimous vote of the 
mecting, expelled the 100m ” 

The speech thus guaided against any immediate conti adiction 
opens with a fair and true descirption of the empire established in 
Tndia; but goes too far m its adulation of the people of Ingland, 
when it assests the fabsic 10 be one of their eming, The people 
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of England as a nation, acting though its k gitunate opans, the 
Parhament and Muustiy of the day, contibuted little to the 
completion of the work beyond farmshing the Hast Tncha Com- 
pany with a body of Nuopran troops, wluch at Company 
could, if permntted, cisily have in sed for itself There is, of 
couse, no question as to the power of the nation to deal iy at 
likes with whatever may have been acquned by iy of its mon. 
bes, but evuy mgument adduced to defend the scare of the 
imperial estate eicated by the Kast Tndia Company thiough the 
agency of iis own seiyants, may be uscd to justify tle laying 
hands on all the propety of every railway 01 jomt-stock com- 
pany m this kingdom, It was by an accident, rither than by 
any deep design, that a tiadmg company was fiom tho fhat 
interposed between Gicat Butain and its depcndency , but to 
that accident is 16 mainly owme that the present generation 
has got any Kastern empne to dispute about. Vance stmted 
at the same time as Iinglm dm the Indian race, but the Trench 
ministry directed the optiations of the Piench officers, while a 
tad ng Company, presided ova by men of the middle oder, 
impmted thei, own homely vigom to the founders of tho 
Daghsh douuni0u 1s the Last. 

Thus the great talents of Busay, and other Trench officers 
on the spot, wae neutiaheed by comtly influcnecs emanating 
from Versmlles; while Chve, with his coadjutors, were serecned 
by the imtervention of ther commerce omployers fiom what 
would have proved the equally baneful inteafacnes of the 
Butish Cabinot aud Pali nent. 

All this is evidently perceived by the Me nber fo. Sheffield ; 
but, in his anxiety to avard ascibing any ment to the Dast 
Indin Company, he speaks of Chye as if ho had ieeoived tus 
mandate chrect from the people of Mngland. 

The force of tiuth soon afte: extorts an admission that the 
Buitish, which means the Company’s, ule in India, has beon a 
blessmg to those unde its sway, though the blessmg mught, 1 
1s wged, have been greater than xt has been, if 1t were not for 
that double government, winch scems to be the béde noire of; all 
Tndian reformers, 

Té, howeves, it be true that the President of the Board of 
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Control em “do ex ctly as lic pleises,” what would be gained 
m pont of vi,ow hy Ue tansfer fs duties to a pasonige 
with aiother desigration, tow) an at would be anpossibls to 
{opartriwie power thin is clicuy possessed by the fanctionay 
who is styled the reali ila of India?” 

As to 1¢sponsibility, wilcss we mean to revive the taois of 
Towa (hil, itis a tan of httle meamng, Will the author of 
any blunda im these dys slecp the less soundly for knowmg 
that he is persona’ly .csponsib'e for the neasme f 

Bat why should a consteational Mnglistiuan fecl such a 
honor of a system of double govanment? Is it not by checks, 
sometimes a source of mconventenee but more often of sifety, 
tat all limited Governments must be carried on? To the 
despot or the demoaiat they may be odious, but no good 1¢ca~ 
son can be shown for then proving hateful to the mtelhgent 
mcmber of a rcally fiec community, even mm the regulation of a 
conquacd dependency, A few mstances of the vicious worlang 
of the system in force would be of move avail here than any 
general declamation. Where any evil has been done, or good 
omilted, there never will be much difficulty m determing 
whether the contiolled 0 the contiollmg authouty 1s to blame. 
We may all, even now, find out, 1f he who caused an unjust and 
impohtic wa has his scat m Leadenhall Street o m Cannon 
Row ; and if the existing partition of powei docs not shroud him 
fiom detection, what would be gained by placmg him in a moic 
exposed position, while he is at the same time to be freed fiom 
the wholesome restiaint imposed by tle meie necessity of 
auswermg, even when determimed 4o overule, the objections of 
a body of able and well-informed men? Those who think such 
restraint to be of no use, necd only peruse the co1espondence 
that passed im the yem 1883 between the Court of Ducctors 
und the Boud of Cortiol, on the subject of what was called 
the Dosses’ clam upon the Nawab of Oude to perceive mto what 
feaful cirois a home bied statesman, if cntnely unchecked, 
might fall in dealmg with an Indian question. The sketch 
thag follows of the characte: of ow Indian subjcets is too 
sweeping in its conclusions for the mduetion on which 1 rests. 
There is no good to he done by exasperating the hatred of 
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race agatmst ince. After an allusion to the babmons acts of 
the Indian insuigents, itis asked whether Unglishmen could 
in thar wildest fmy have done such deeds?” Until we seo 
order overthrown, the jails noken open, and St, Gales’s Tet 
loose, we cannot say of what Unglishmen may or may uot be 
capable ; but the passages cited below,® fiom Lord Nouinanby’s 
recent account of a “Yea of Revolution m Pais,” show that 
other Dmopeans ean be guilty of acts equalling ‘in atroaty all 
that we cad of the enoimitics committed py the Sepoys o1 the 
berated convicts m Upper Ind a 

The next topic touched upon is the capacity of tha Tindoos 
for self-government. [Tee the Himdoos me spokcn of as if they 
wee the sole habitants of Jndia, no account bemg made of 
the mihons of Mahommedans residing m that Iand. The 
Ilindoos me pronounced to be ineapable of scif goveanment, 
and perhaps, if tned by » Euvopean standad, they may appear 
tobe so. Yet the people whose ancient system of yillage com- 
munities 1s thought to have contancd the germ of om own 
municipal instatutions, cannot be so entirely destitute of all 
administrative capacity as the Member for Sheffield supposes + 
Long subjection may have dendened the governing faculties of 


* (Tom sony to hea every how ficsh accounts of the bar balties committed 
by tho nsw gents upon those who fell into thei: hands; all tending to show U at 
no savage tribe could have been more sino to abuse power should they unhappily 
have obtained the upper hand. Tsery ous of the Gade Mabite—numy of them 
lads fiom sixteen to eighteon who were taken by then were filghtully mutilated ? 
—Vol. fi p 67. 

* All that has been anid of the crucltics practised on the Garda Mc bila 18 true, 
In one place they took four o1 five of theso clulhon who had amrendeed os 
prisoneis stuck a pike though the! throat under tho el fi, tied the ¢ hands down, 
and placing them in fiont of a w idow, fued belweon ther lege, thinking the 
soldierg would not 1etuin the fie wien they saw the Mob les. ‘They cut also off 
a head from one, filled the mouth wih pit], igh eda mitch in it int daheod 
round to the tune of ‘Les Lampons’ Iav ng suprised as nall Gaps de Garde 
filled with Mobiles, they killed them all in cold blood ; and some fe nals monatos 
amused themselves wit cutting out then tongues and stimg ng them upon a 
cord.’—Vol n p 75 

4 Sce on this subject, General Biggs s * Tndin and Ti nope compared ”” py. 5, 
with the extract fiom Sn John Malcolm’s lette: on the subyoot of * Village 
Gover imont,”’ written dming a days detention on the banks of £10 Godaver y as 
he was pocceding to join tho a ny in the field mn 1817 
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those under onr iio, bit many of the mdepeadent Handoo 
states, both nm Bundleemd ard Raypootma, cvinbit every 
ontwad sign of bemg inled wth noduation and wisdom 
The Tmdoos bemg proronneed to be by natwe placed ma 
state of suplage, are of course to be provided with stutable 
curators and gimdians, who, it may be presumed, mo to be 
taken fiom among the “Dnghsh trades md mssionaries,” 
these bevig the only individuals accounted worthy of tiust m 
matters connected with India. 

The membcis of the Company’s service, both civil and 
mihtay, me all lumped togetha unde the name of “ Old 
Tndians,” and to be cast aside as uselss, “¥ct it may be well, 
with the accounts of thei skitful management in the Panjanb, 
at Dellu, m Oude and Upper India, before us, to pause a little 
before we postpone them to either of tie respectable classes to 
whom alone the pcople of Ingland me advised to apply for 
information. ‘Tindeis or plante s, and missionaues, are beta 
In a situation calculated to wap-ther judgment iegading the 
capacity and conduct of the offices of Govemment * Both must 
at tames Iabou. undei a gallirg scnse of suboidiaatior, for both 
cally about with them the fecling that thar complex on alone 
entitles them to ianke with their official countrymen, to whose 
authority they are, nevertheless, obhged often to subnnt. Both 
are hablo to disappomtments and failures, and these 1t 1s a rehef 
to impute to the mismanagement of the local officers, under 
whose contiol they chafe, It is mght, therefore, to listen to 
their statements, for their opportunities of acquuing mfoi mation 
ere meat; but m weighing thar testimony, the eneumstances of , 
their position should ever be kept in mind 

There was a time when the independent Muropeans affected 
to make common cause with the people of the country, and 
though cven then they never cried out about the natives beng 
oppiessed so loudly as when they had themselves been checked 
in some act of oppression, still then now openly avowed 
hostility to the whole dak-slinned raze must gueatly simpl fy 
the task of the legislator. -No one can now deceive himself 
into a behef that he 1s promotms the happiness of the native 


population of India by subjecting it te the anthority of legsla~ 
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tive o1 other cha nbers, in which the noffic oF Daroy can cement 
1s to pedommate 

Lct us hope, therefore, that whateva nay be the changes 
to be made in the controlling authority at 1o ve, the adi Tse 
fiattve pow in Ind amy be allowed to rian om the hanes 
of an official body, sct aput fron. thar youll for this spee al 
duty, and whose pr nary object 1b may be to adn usta tho 
country for the benefit o its mh Untants, diusting thus best to 
promote the ical mtcrests of Pret own pucrt-lare Teas ams 
mater al whether the body into whese hinds tho internal go. 
yeinment is to be inti sted sh I be called the C val Service, ov 
reece any other appellation, provid d the prue ple be mains 
tained of cmploymg im the tonitonal goyeanment of Tndia 
those only who have been cducated and tiancd capressly for 
that daty. Ifa knowledge of Ih lish law shall really prove to 
be a requisite for the cffivient dschuge of civil fu otions, tha 
addition of a few yeas to the p cseubed age of admission will 
probably bung what 1s wanted mto the rimhs of the Cnil 
Service. 

The prevailing imprcssio? at the present mo nent seen s to 
be, that the mutiny, with the collateral risunecetion im Oude, 1s 
suppressed. A caicful icyision of the last accounts received may 
warn us against bemg too histily assmed of this conclusion 
Much, in a miilmy pomt of view, romans to be done; and 
thee will be still mow of evil ard politcal work to bo pa. 
formed before that province, wherem alore wo have ag yot en 
countaed a hostile nationality, can be acduced oven to the st ly 
of tranquillity enjoyed by it at the tne whenat was anncxcd to 
ow possessions 

In one of those admirable Icttas signed A Gwihan,” 
1 tely inserted m “The Times,” wa me told the seeret of much 
of the scsistance cncountacd um Oude 

Our first admmistrative act has thac been to sup ices the 
upper class of landholders, called the 'Talookdars, and thus to 
convert them into foes. It vould be techous to cxplam the 
nature of their tenuie, and it may be enough to say, that it 1s 
not easy to iccone le the maintenance of the orda of Talookda 
with the preservation of those village cominnities, which present 
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the most pleasing fratue in the old Thindoo system of inal 
polity. Stall, as the whole of Oude scems to have been for a 
length of tune divided imto Talools, under which, by some 
sut of compronnse, the village propictors st Il held then ground, 
one would have thought that the daiger of abiuptly .educing 
the farmer class must have boon apparcnt fiom the fist ; yet 
such was the confidence filt in the inhaent power of a fivomnte 
mcastuc to command the asscnt even of those whom it injmed, 
Unit no piccaution whatever was taken age inst this most obvious 
usk. In Oude, moicover, it ought to be bone in mind, that 
all who oppose us are not chcls. 

A letter, dated 23d November, md beatung in evciy ne the 
i110 Caleutia stamp, tells the readers of the fist “Tines” of 
the opening year, that the three milhon opposed to us in Oude 
were composed of feudal iclamers and bad characters, o1 what 
in Enrope would be cal ed adventweis, 

“Tiese,” he says, “lave nothing to lose, ae fightas fiom 
boyhood, and detest the Engl sh, who piolbit plunde.”” 

Tastead of nothing to lose, it would he more corcet to say 
that they have cverything to lose — all upon which they prided 
themsclyes; and although 1t may not be consistent with our 
uleas of the geneial good that they should ictain what they 
possessed, still, as they owe us no allegiance, they have an 
obvious ught to resist our estabhshmg ourselves in thew 
countly, 

The hatied of all native mdependence that runs though 
this Ictter shows, that however great then ability, tle unoffiaal 
Calcutta politicians would, it vested wath power, soon involve 
‘ws Ta a war of races. 

Notwithstandmg tho fidehty undur trying circumstances of 
the gieat bulk of the states to the west of the Jumna, the 
correspondcrt cals this pat of India “a pestileat nest of 
1ajahlings, nawabs, chiefs, independent zemmdars, and tithd 
yagabonds of every kind 7” 

Let any one icflect on what the position of ow mmy 
before Delhi would haye been if the natave chtefs m its neigh 
bouthood had only apphed the means at then command to stop 
supplies, and he will perceive how much was owmg to the wise 
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policy which bad made them our fuends. Tt was a iemark 
made by the two most intclhgent astern potentatcs with whom 
we have of late yems come into contact, Dost Mahommed and 
Runyect Sing, that the scerct of om power lay n on not having 
ieduecd the native punees of the countiy to despaw Let tis 
take this saying to hcmt, and couple it wath what both Welling- 
ton and Maleolm have sad on the sticngth duived from a 
reputation for good faith, and om position may be improved by 
the very stinggle through which we ae passing. 

‘The perils recently encountered have buon fomful, but tltey 
are shght m comparison with what would have assailed us if the 
counsels of the moie violent party among owsclves had it 
former years been adopted, ‘Lle caunet on of all native mde 
pendence was, as may be secn fiom Maleolm’s icflections (for- 
meily quoted*), long since a favyoniite doctime of one class of 
politicians, who maitamcd om dangus ever to haye‘ausen fiom 
the ames of indcpcndcnt states. ‘hat occasional wars did 
ase from that somce was tinue cnough, but these was only 
kept ow tioops m exercise, and averted t ¢ very pols to which 
we me now exposcd. We must ever iumember, that it 18 not 
only the 1aignmg prmee who 1s 1edueed to despan by ou oe u- 
pation of Ins country, but every man among Ins subjects who, 
from hereditary prctonsions or personal characte, 1s susceptible 
of the impulse of ambition, even in its most subdued and best- 
iegulated mood. 

If om conquests had embi reed (as many desucd) the ten - 
toues of all those who have lately buen standing by, o1 abstain~ 
ing fiom injumg us, what a table addition would have been 
made to ou embarrassmants 

Liven now the foous picjadice against colour, which pice 
vents many of the Dnglish in India fiom discuuminating between 
the iebelhous Sepoys and tle natiyes of the country, rho have 
in many instances suffeed a3 much as ousclyes fom ther 
violence, 1s producmg a most pernicious effect, 

The people at luge, it 18 sad m many quarters, hardly know 
which to dierd most, the own museicant countrymen or the 
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revengoful Europeans. It is for contending against this spuit, 
and striving to avert the consequent usk of arousing a nation- 
ality of many mullons into hatied and active resistance, that 
Lod Canning and his coadjutois have been so fierecly and 
wantonly abused —‘T'vo classes combine to keep up the outay 
agamst any pause i the eareci of vengeance. The vaguely 
vindictive, who, to use the words of the late Si Charles Napur, 
“inistake 1goui for vigour,” and who, to ensue the pumshment 
of every criminal, would make complexion the criterio1 of cme; 
and the more methodically sanguimaiy, who diead lest any 1elax- 
ation of the estiangement resulting fiom indiseirminate seve ty 
should lead to the fiimer estabhshment of govenment on its 
previous footing, and so balk then hopes of sceing thei own 
favourite schemes speedily intioduecd, 

Both these classes ae wging the Govainment upon what it 
has not the powe1, and ought not to have the desire, to perfoim. 
Notwithstanding the many questionable acts our 1ulas have 
lapsed into since first they lent an car to the counsels of those 
who auay couqucst, even when unprovoked and aggiessive, m 
the garb of a moral and iehgious duty, there 1s still so much 
ichance :eposed m our good faith that we as yet 1etam many 
powerful and valuable allies. Nepaul, with its army of 40,000 
Inave and well-tramed soldiuis, the lately conquered Sikhs, and 
the hitherto unuly bordueis beyond the Indus, the wealthy 
protected chicftans of the Cis-Sutledge teutory, almost all the 
wm like tubes of Rajpootana, and even the two Mahiatta princes 
of Indore and Gwalior, have proved faithful to our cause in our 
hour of extiemest need. But they wlo thus far have stood by 
us cannot but have many feelings in harmony with those of ow: 
own mutmous subjects. a 

Community of rehgion, and othe: sympathies binding the 
Astutic fauuly of imuukind together, aad disparting them from 
the Lmopcan, must, on an occasion like the present, cause those 
thus connected by natme to giavitate towards cach otha. 

This tendency has been hitherto counteracted by the prestige 
of ow umform suecess, by the reliance placed in our good faith, 
and by tho diplomatic skill of those ub e members of the Indian 
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scivices who, under the name of Political Agents, have been the 
objects of so much sillyab ise.’ But tho resisim co to a atmal 
impulse must haveahy t, wd should ow cond icé va give tol 
disgust to the gicat body of ou own native subjects, they would 
cuitamn y find symp ithiscrs unorg ow native alics; and thus a 
combination inight ensue too stror g for us, with all ow prowess, 
to make head agamst Now nothiig is 1 oie | kcly to gener ite 
a contamons fueling of hostility to us, as a ince differing m ieh~ 
gion, im language, in complexion, 11 hedwa, Lom ow allies, «3 
much as from om subjects, than a contiimaree of syeh mds. 
cuminating severity as, 1b 1s to be femed, a8 sill im practice m 
Upper India,— not without du et er comagement fiom the prcss 
on both sides of the water ‘The gicatar pat of the favounte 
measures of those who write m support of systematic yen, cance, 
would have a tendency lo shake the confidence of om negh- 
bouis im the safety of an alliance with us. An almost Judarcal 
hatred of them as idolaters has come in, bo add sternness to the 
feclngs enteitamed towards tic people of Tidia by the British 
public at home, 

Tudging by the tone of ther speeches and wittings, we night 
nnagine that ow unss on in the Last 1s belicyed by some to be 
like that of Joshua, and that we ought to go forth aceordmgly 
to smite the obstinate worship rcs of false gods who.ever they 
are to be found, 

To contend by mgunent against such an impression would 
be useless ; and it 1s hee alluded to, only because it may account 
for the very un-Lnglish apathy exhibited by the pubhie in goncial 
on the subjcet of the “ wholcsile hingings” which, as has been 
shown in a preceding prssage, + cxeite the disgust even of the 
youngest militmy anen on the spot 


* Tt 19 instructive to obserye how cod ally the Gereval Arthin Wellesley 
co-operated with the Political Agent Jobn Malcolm wien both we ce employe l 
together in the very eatly years of the mésent centuy Ian also mistiuetaye to 
notics how many of thoge whose wisdo n and au gy hase ewed tho Punjaub ind 
with it all Ypper India, were Included m the late Sn Charks Napio s denuncia 
tons of the pestilent politicals who thwarted the pla is of ailital y commandets 
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The Gospcl of peace hag, it is tine, often been hualded by 
was and tumults, yet it 18 not by spreadmg tera and dismay 
am ong those whom we wish to Jn‘ng unde its benign influence 
that we ought to pave the way for is advance, 

“Ow mayer therefoe,” to use the woids of one of the 
ablest officas im Uppt Indi, in a iccent lett to a frierd, 
“should be, that God wll overwe the passions of sinful men, 
not of one, but of all classes,” 

Let aa canest hope be added, that or: ialas may not bo 
tempted to huny on a change in the admmistiition of ow 
Lastern empue at a moment like the present, when men’s 
minds me unhinged, and cach successive mail bangs mtclh- 
gence of varying and decpeming 1 nport 
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